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Embrace our First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a
redress of grievances.

Source: https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/bill-of-rights
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Please email us to be included for future newsletters.

Printed copies of the newsletter will be made available at Rosedale Mills and local library. Any other suggested
location(s) please let us know.

Call for Contributors!

MercerWe the People of Hopewell Valley is looking for contributors to write articles, especially informing the community about
what is happening at local meetings. If you're interested in writing for us about that or any other topic, whether it is monthly
or as needed, please reach out to us at info@mercerwethepeople.com

“These Are The Times That Try Men’s Souls” - The American Crisis, Thomas Paine, December,
1776

By Bill Federer originally published in American Minute (December 17 2025)

“Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us that the harder the conflict, the more
glorious the triumph”- The American Crisis, December, 1776.

In today’s era of hostility toward freedoms of religion and conscience, it is important to be reminded of challenges Americans
have faced in the past.

At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, as the American army was being chased out of New York and New Jersey, Thomas
Paine, an aide-de-camp to General Nathanael Greene, anonymously wrote “The American Crisis,” filled with historical and
Biblical references. In the freezing cold, not having a table in camp, Paine used the head of a drum for his desk. He signed
the it “Common Sense.” [t was immediately published in the Pennsylvania Journal, December 19, 1776.

General George Washington was so moved by “The American Crisis” that he ordered it read out loud to his troops,
rallying them not to disperse at the end of the year when their six-month enlistment was up.

This was vital to keep the army together prior to the Crossing of the Delaware River and the Battle of Trenton.

In “The American Crisis,” Thomas Paine wrote: “THESE are the times that try men’s souls: The summer soldier and
the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands by it now, deserves
the love and thanks of man and woman.
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Paine added: “l am as confident as | am that God governs the world, that America will never be happy till she gets clear of
foreign dominion ... Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue
could survive, that ... the country, alarmed at one common danger, came forth to ... to repulse it ... Throw not the burden
of the day upon Providence, but ‘show your faith by your works,’ that God may bless you.”

Paine’s line, “show your faith by your works,” is a quote from James 2:18. His line “throw not the burden of the day upon
Providence” was a rebuke to those who just prayed but did not exert themselves to do anything.

It echoed the phrase “tempting Providence,” used by Connecticut Governor Jonathan Trumbull in a letter to General
Washington, August of 1776: “In this day of calamity, to trust altogether to the justice of our cause, without our utmost
exertion, would be tempting Providence ...

March on! -- This shall be your warrant: Play the man for God, and for the cities of our God, May the Lord of Hosts, the
God of the Armies of Israel, be your Captain, your Leader, your Conductor, and Saviour.” - 2nd Samuel 10:12.

Thomas Paine continued in “The American Crisis”:

"It matters not where you live, or what rank of life you hold, the evil ... will reach you ... The blood of his children will curse
his cowardice, who shrinks back at a time when a little might have saved the whole ... | love the man that can smile in
trouble, that can gather strength from distress, and grow brave by reflection.

‘Tis the business of little minds to shrink; but he whose heart is firm, and whose conscience approves his conduct, will pursue
his principles unto death ..."

Paine went on: “Not all the treasures of the world ... could have induced me to support an offensive war, for | think it murder;
but if a thief breaks into my house, burns and destroys my property, and ... threatens to kill me, or those that are in
it, and to ‘bind me in all cases whatsoever’ to his absolute will, am | to suffer it? ...

Let them call me rebel ... | feel no concern from it ..."

Paine condemned the weak-willed, who were willing to lose their souls in order to keep their jobs: ... but | should suffer the
misery of devils, were | to make a whore of my soul by swearing allegiance to one whose character is that of a sottish,
stupid, stubborn, worthless, brutish man. | conceive likewise a horrid idea in receiving mercy from a being, who at the
last day shall be shrieking to the rocks and mountains to cover him, and fleeing with terror from the orphan, the widow,
and the slain of America.”

Paine was referring to the last day judgement, as prophesied in the Book of Hosea 10:8: “Then they will say to the
mountains, ‘Cover us!’ and to the hills, ‘Fall on us!"”



The Gospel of Luke 23:28-30 stated: “Jesus turned to them and said ... The days are coming when... ‘they will say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us!” and to the hills, ‘Cover us!""”

This is also prophesied in the Book of Isaiah 2:19: “Men will flee to caves in the rocks and holes in the ground, away from
the terror of the LORD and from the splendor of his majesty, when He rises to shake the earth.”

The apocalyptic Book of Revelation 6:15-16, states: “And the kings of the earth, and the great men ... hid themselves in the
dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of
him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.”

Thomas Paine continued in “The American Crisis”: “There are persons, too, who see not the full extent of the evil
which threatens them; they solace themselves with hopes that the enemy, if he succeed, will be merciful.

It is the madness of folly, to expect mercy from those who have refused to do justice; and even mercy, where
conquest is the object, is only a trick of war; the cunning of the fox is as murderous as the violence of the wolf, and we
ought to guard equally against both.”

In “The American Crisis,” Paine warned that “men must be fools” who surrender their weapons in exchange for a
“promise” of peace: “British General Howe'’s first object is, partly by threats and partly by promises, to terrify or seduce the
people to deliver up their arms and receive mercy ... This is what the Tories call making their peace ... A peace which would
be the immediate forerunner of a worse ruin than any we have yet thought of ... Were the back counties to give up their
arms, they would fall an easy prey to the Indians, who are all armed: this perhaps is what some Tories would not be sorry for.

Were the home counties to deliver up their arms, they would be exposed to the resentment of the back counties who would
then have it in their power to chastise their defection at pleasure. And were any one state to give up its arms, that state
must be garrisoned by all Howe's army of Britons and Hessians ... Howe is mercifully inviting you to barbarous destruction,
and men must be ... fools that will not see it.”

In his third edition of Common Sense, published in Philadelphia, February 14, 1776, Thomas Paine warned of the danger
of kings claiming a hereditary right: “Most wise men, in their private sentiments, have ever treated hereditary right with
contempt; yet it is one of those evils, which when once established is not easily removed; many submit from fear, others
from superstition, and the more powerful part shares with the king the plunder of the rest ..."

Paine explained: “The present race of kings ... could we take off the dark covering of antiquity, and trace them to their
first rise, that we should find the first of them nothing better than the principal ruffian of some restless gang, whose savage
manners or preeminence in subtility obtained him the title of chief among plunderers; and who by increasing

in power, and extending his depredations, over-awed the quiet and defenseless to purchase their safety by frequent
contributions ..."

Paine ended by referring to Mohammed: “In those days, and traditionary history stuffed with fables, it was very easy, after
the lapse of a few generations, to trump up some superstitious tale, conveniently timed, Mahomet like, to cram hereditary
right down the throats of the vulgar.”

In the face of challenges, Thomas Paine ended “The American Crisis,” December 1776, stating: “I thank God, that | fear
not.”

President Reagan stated, March 20, 1981: “Evil is powerless if the good are unafraid.”

Isaiah 41:10: “Fear not, for | am with you; Be not dismayed, for | am your God. | will strengthen you, Yes, | will help you, |
will uphold you with My righteous right hand.””

Access the article: https://americanminute.com/blogs/todays-american-minute/these-are-the-times-that-try-mens-souls-the-
american-crisis-thomas-paine-december-1776-american-minute-with-bill-federer?_pos=2&_sid=7b217bd96&_ss=r
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Local News

Letter To The Editor: American Anonymous

| write this letter to the editor anonymously, because sadly, it feels necessary to do so. After raising children in Hopewell
Borough for over twenty years, | can say with certainty: by expressing a conservative viewpoint in this town, which ironically
brands itself as “kind” and “inclusive”, | risk other parents not letting their kids play with my kids. | risk having my car keyed if
| dare to sport a conservative bumper sticker. After Charlie Kirk’s murder, and many Democrats condoning it, | wonder if | even
risk bodily harm for expressing values that don't align with the state-decreed narrative. | risk nasty looks, unfriending on social
media, perhaps even limits to my employment and volunteer opportunities in Hopewell.

How do | know this? Because I've watched it happen to others who shared views that did not fall in lock-step with Hopewell's
liberal populace and institutions, especially the school system.

| first noticed it in 2016 when Obama’‘s famous letter to the schools came out regarding bathroom access. At the time, his
directive struck me as intrusive to the privacy of girls, and a rule easily abused by predators. But | wanted transgender children
to be comfortable. | was a Democrat. | voted for Obama twice. At the time, | was unprepared for the relentless indoctrination
that was to follow in our school system, pushing LGBTQIA+ ideology at every opportunity, in both an educational and a social
way. From 2016 to 2025 | noticed a stark difference between my oldest child’s peers and my youngest child’s peers, who had
been the captive audience of these teachings.

| recall one vocal resident who spoke publicly against Obama’s directive, eloquently and often. He warned of exactly what
we're seeing today: biological males winning medals and scholarships in girls’ sports, and demanding entry into women’s
prisons, rape crisis centers, breastfeeding support groups, etc. He also expressed conservative viewpoints on other topics

that were new to someone like me, who was raised to “vote Blue, no matter who.” It wasn’t long before this person was
considered a sort of town boogeyman, to be hated and shunned. But privately, | had to admit | agreed with some of his fiscally
and socially conservative viewpoints.

This feeling of mine grew after seeing area residents go apoplectic when Trump won in 2016, and an email from HVRSD
offered “safe space” for students after the will of the American people had been announced (funny, | didn’t see HYRSD
sending such an email when Biden won four years later). | had voted for Hillary, and | cried when she lost. My daughter and

| wrote Hillary a letter of condolence. And then | instructed my children, as | thought most parents do when you lose a contest:

“A winner was chosen, and it's not us. Our duty is to congratulate the winner and give him a chance.”

| was soon to feel profoundly alone in that sentiment. Here we are nearing 2026, and our
kids crossing the street in Hopewell Borough are confronted with “F**K TRUMP — and F**k
You For Voting For Him"” stickers placed on stop signs and crosswalk signs all over town. The
one pictured here is a mere fifty feet from the Mayor’s house, and there were two more on
the route from his home to Town Hall, so | assume he is either woefully unobservant, or he
agrees with this graffiti on road signs (which is against the law, btw).

| tolerated the stickers for three months before | contacted Hopewell Borough and asked
why they weren’t being removed. They told me | was the only person in the entire town
who'd complained. That gave me chills. One of these stickers was eye level for kids crossing
the street towards the elementary school. | posted photos of the stickers in a community
Facebook group and expressed my concern. The first comment that popped up was so
vicious, so virulent in its invective that | felt terrified and deleted my post (that commenter is
now positioned as the new leader of Hopewell Youth Collective).

If you haven't seen the stickers yourself, it's because I've gone vigilante... under cover of night, it's me and my spatula,
removing these hostile, profane stickers from assaulting our children’s eyes. The stickers keep popping up, also in the dead of
night, so | wonder if someday my adversary and | might run into each other.

Every Thursday afternoon, our kids must also navigate the weekly temper tantrum that occurs on four corners at the Broad
Street traffic light, with people marching across the street at red lights, waving their Trump = Nazi signs and swastikas, hoping
to inspire honks from the waiting motorists. They call this Democracy on the Corner... ironic, since democracy is what got
Trump elected. Twice.

Hopewell kids are in the unenviable position of trying to formulate their own opinions in an environment where it's made very
clear that conservative views will not be tolerated.

Similarly ironic to Democracy on the Corner was the burst of Hate Has No Home Here and Black Lives Matter signs that began
popping up all over town in 2020. | grew up on the border of Trenton and Hamilton that locals call “Tramilton”. My friends
still live there, one in Section 8 housing. Their neighborhoods, which are diverse, are not blanketed in these signs. When my
old friends visit me here, they laugh at my town and call it as they see it:



“This looks like a bunch of white people afraid they might be racist.”

Meanwhile, in one of those 2020 moments that felt like living in an Ayn Rand novel, neighbors with the signs posted on
community social media that “we have to wonder about neighbors who do not display the signs.” Well, | don’t have a sign.
But while my family vacations in diverse places like Baltimore, the sign-havers go to Maine. When | take my kids to the beach,
we go to Seaside or Belmar. The sign-havers go to Spring Lake.

| recently reached out to that local “boogeyman” of whom | spoke earlier. Like many conservatives, he has moved away from
NJ. He is a kind and gentle man, highly intelligent, and patriotic. He assured me that I'm not the only Hopewell resident who
has changed their mindset from liberal to conservative since 2016. Many people have, but are in hiding.

Perhaps we can muster the strength to publicly stand by our convictions even amidst the onslaught of hostility we will be met
with in the kind, tolerant sanctuary of Hopewell Valley. | think we should use the precious gift of free speech our forefathers
gave us, or we'll end up like the UK, where an actual news headline recently read, “WWoman exposes penis to children in
park,” and in 2024 at least 9,700 British citizens were given jail time for social media posts criticizing this sort of ideology.
Until we can muster that courage, | suppose many of us will remain... American Anonymous.

Letter To The Editor: USAID

A recent contributor to MercerMe (December 22 2025) shared their concern about the cuts in funding for the USAID (Agency
for International Development) and the effects these cuts may have on adults and children across our world. The letter
included a reference to Dr. Brooke Nichols, an infectious disease mathematical modeler, who suggested that 332,553 people
died as of June 26, 2025 because of cuts in USAID since January 2025.

It is valuable for our community to have media outlets such as MercerMe to provide opportunities for civil discourse on
complex and thorny issues such as how to deal with climate issues, election integrity, immigration reform and foreign
assistance programs. These issues involve people and concepts and both are important. No one should die because of a lack of
compassion.

In examining public policy programs such as USAID, people with different views can try to reach productive conclusions by
analyzing the facts and evidence. This strengthens our civil discourse capabilities, celebrates tolerance of disagreement, fosters
viewpoint diversity and reinforces our commitment to the unfettered pursuit of truth so as a community we can build mutual
understanding.

A recent article in Reason.com (refer below too) presents an alternate view about the validity of the study cited by Dr. Brooke
Nichols and promoted by various other media outlets (NPR, The Lancet, BBC, AP). As Thomas Sowell, respected economist and
author of over 45 books, has said:

“Some things are believed because they are demonstrably true. But many things are believed simply because they have been
asserted repeatedly-and repetition has been accepted as a substitute for evidence.”

Is the study cited by Dr. Brooke Nichols valid? Did USAID really save 90 million lives from 2001-2021? Did 332,553 men,
women and children die in 6 months solely due to cuts in USAID? Critical analysis of the study requires a general knowledge
about concepts in statistics: regression analysis, control variables and projections. It is complex. Reason.com analysis of the
methodology and predictions suggests that the study referenced by Dr. Nichols is neither valid nor factual.

President John F. Kennedy created USAID by executive order in 1961 and it became an independent agency in 1998. The
current administration has prioritized lifesaving health humanitarian assistance with USAID funds while at the same time
addressing problems such as waste, fraud, lack of accountability, inefficiency and fostering an unhealthy dependence on
foreign money. Reason.com (https:/reason.com/2025/02/10/5 -of-the-worst -usaid-scandals-in-history/) explains some of these
examples.

James Macinko, health policy researcher at UCLA and coauthor of the study cited by Dr. Nichols, said “the average taxpayer
(US) has contributed about 18 cents per day to USAID”. That “small amount”, Macinko estimated, had prevented “up to 90
million deaths around the world.” As Aaron Brown, author of the Reason article states:

“This suggests that anyone who supports the current administration values 18 cents over 90 million lives. Note the trick of
making the cost look small by dividing it among 150 million taxpayers and 365 days per year while making the benefit look
large by totaling it over the entire globe for 21 years.”

Let's continue to discuss whether the U.S. Agency for International Development promoted a good use of taxpayer resources
because there is a” long history of USAID projects supporting bad actors, fostering anti-American resentment, building

an unhealthy dependence on foreign money and doing more harm than good”. We also need confidence in the scientific
research that attempts to calculate the consequences, both positive and negative, of programs supported by taxpayer dollars.

Addressing fraud at USAID or other “tax-supported” agencies and non-profits reflects good governance, seriousness about
fiscal responsibility and the pursuit of transparency and accountability in our institutions.

— Sylvia Kocses (Pennington NJ)



Did USAID Really Save 90 Million Lives? Not Unless It Raised The Dead

A Lancet study’s inflated numbers are being used to push a partisan narrative, not inform
public policy.
By Aaron Brown originally published in Reason (July 24 2025)

“Is [the U.S. Agency for International Development] a good use of resources?” James Macinko, a health policy researcher at
UCLA, asked in an NPR interview this month. “We found that the average taxpayer has contributed about 18 cents per day to
USAID.” That “small amount,” Macinko estimated, had prevented “up to 90 million deaths around the world.”

Macinko was referring to a study he coauthored, which was published in the prestigious medical journal The Lancet. In
addition to estimating that USAID programs had saved 90 million lives from 2001 to 2021, Macinko and his colleagues project
that if the Trump administration’s USAID cuts continue through 2030, an estimated 14 million people could die who otherwise
would have lived.

In the same NPR story, Brooke Nichols, an infectious disease mathematical modeler and health economist at Boston University,
gushed about the study. “Putting numbers to the lives that could be lost if funding isn’t restored does something very
important,” she said. "I like [the study’s] statistical approach; it was really well done and robust.”

To the contrary, the study’s statistical approach was poorly done and not at all robust. But you need not be an economist or a
mathematician to recognize that its results are absurd. The authors failed to apply common sense to the numbers, and so did
reporters at NPR, the BBC, the Associated Press, NBC, and other news outlets that amplified the study’s findings.

Is it plausible that USAID programs saved more than 90 million lives from 2001 to 2021? Let's compare that to the total
decline in worldwide mortality during the same period.

In 2001, the United Nations reports, there were 52.43 million deaths, or 8.4 per 1,000 people. In 2002, the death rate fell
slightly; if it hadn’t, 370,000 additional people would have died. In 2003, if the 2001 death rate had stayed constant, 750,000
more would have died, and so on. If you add up all the people who would have died over 21 years if the 2001 death rate had
remained constant, you get 79 million lives saved.

The Lancet study claims USAID programs saved more than 90 million lives during this period. In other words, USAID was
allegedly responsible for the entire global improvement in mortality, plus another 11 million lives.

If you drill down into the numbers, the claim gets even more absurd. Most of the mortality decline (47 million of the 79
million) occurred in China, which received only 73 cents per capita annually from USAID. The least developed countries—the
ones with the highest per capita USAID spending—actually saw an increase in mortality of 8 million during the study period,
thanks to higher average death rates from 2001 to 2021.

Even if you believe that foreign aid is the primary cause of the declining death rate, these numbers make no sense. USAID
comprises about 60 percent of U.S. foreign aid, and the U.S. contributes about a third of all government aid worldwide.
Private cross-border charity dwarfs the USAID budget. Was all that money wasted while USAID funds were well-spent? Did
advances in medicine, agriculture, public health, and economic growth have no role?

Anyone claiming that USAID was the sole source of declining global mortality during the two decades covered by The Lancet
study bears a tremendous burden of proof. Yet the study does not provide convincing evidence of any mortality reduction
attributable to USAID.

Studies of this sort often involve problematic data, plagued by missing values, inaccurate numbers, and changes in definitions.
Such data require complex processing. To avoid reporting risible results, researchers must do constant reality checks. If simple
analysis reveals an effect, more complex methods can refine it, making the result more certain and precise. But when simple
methods show no effect, as in this case, it is dangerous to rely entirely on complex methods whose results defy common
sense.

The authors of the study began with a common academic approach called “regression analysis.” They compared average
mortality declines in countries with little or no per capita USAID spending to declines in countries with high per capita USAID
spending.

Regression analysis shows only correlation, which does not demonstrate causation. Most researchers are careful to note this
distinction. But Macinko et al. claimed their analysis showed USAID caused mortality declines, which is statistically impossible.

That assumption is particularly problematic in this case because a lot of USAID spending went to the same countries that also
get aid from other sources. Effectively, the authors gave USAID credit for all the aid that countries received, no matter the
source.

In any case, simple regression analysis did not demonstrate any correlation between per capita USAID spending and mortality
declines.



For four of the 21 years in their study, Macinko et al. used “dummy variables” to ignore data showing USAID was associated
with mortality increases. Their excuses for excluding two of the four years were the 2008 global economic shock and the 2020
COVID-19 pandemic. So why exclude the remaining two? “To adjust for major economic and health shocks,” the authors say,
with no clue about what those shocks were and why they were more important than shocks in other years.

It's not clear why shocks should be ignored in the first place. Does it not matter that USAID recipient countries were hit harder
by COVID and the global financial crisis than other countries? Does USAID only save lives in calm times and cost lives in
turbulent ones? If so, don’t we care about the net lives saved or lost at all times?

Next, the researchers tested 48 “control variables.” The purpose of these adjustments is to account for factors unrelated

to USAID spending that affect mortality rates. Unfortunately, in this case, there are no good controls. For example, the

study included education spending and the availability of piped water; however, since USAID funds education and water
infrastructure, these factors are related to the amount of USAID received. All the control variables tested were things affected
by USAID spending.

Including controls that are causally linked to your main variable of interest—USAID spending in this case—can cause illusory
effects to appear statistically significant. This is particularly problematic when you select a large number of control variables
relative to the number of data points and choose those control variables from a long list of candidates.

Macinko et al. did not preregister their controls, meaning they did not publish a research plan that committed them to a
particular set. That safeguard aims to prevent researchers from falling prey to the temptation of selecting control variables
based on whether the results align with their preconceptions.

What about the estimate that the Trump administration’s USAID cuts, if continued, will result in 14 million preventable deaths
by 20307 Programs like USAID have numerous consequences, both positive and negative, and it is impossible to accurately
calculate or project their impact with any confidence. Pretending to have scientific confidence in a quantitatively dubious
measure, such as lives saved, is irresponsible and leads to a loss of trust in science.

The Lancet study seems designed to generate a partisan talking point, suggesting that anyone who supports the Trump
administration’s actions values 18 cents over 90 million lives. Note the trick of making the cost look small by dividing it among
150 million U.S. taxpayers and 365 days per year while making the benefit look large by totaling it over the entire globe for 21
years.

This study has nothing to do with science. It waves the bloody shirt while feigning scientific detachment.
Access this article: https:/reason.com/2025/07/24/did-usaid-really-save-90-million-lives-not-unless-it-raised-the-dead/

Read “Cuts to USAID will Impact People Around the World for Years” originally published in MercerMe
(December 22 2025): https:/mercerme.com/cuts-to-usaid-will-impact-people-around-the-world-for-years/?utm_
source=Memberful+Main-+List+-+Mercer+Me&utm_campaign=1b94f1c2bd-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_b51cf3ae42-1b94f1c2bd-563818349

Election Integrity
The Massive Gaps In New Jersey’s Voter Roll Maintenance Program
By Mark Demo
, ; ; . : P - 7 el T
NJ's voter rolls have a massive maintenance gap. It's affecting election integrity. /U'{\ /) ......

The state has no reliable, systemic way to track voters who move out of NJ or .
move into NJ from other states. That leaves the rolls with ineligible voters and [

vulnerable to election fraud.

NJ signed an agreement with ERIC (Electronic Registration Information Center)
in August 2022 but has not implemented it. C4ANJEI understands NJ piloted ERIC
earlier this year but didn’t complete enough testing before the recent general
election.

ERIC is designed to match voter data across participating states and Social Security Administration death data. It identifies
voters who have moved, died, or have duplicate registrations and gives states tools like USPS National Change of Address
(NCOA) reports and cross-state fraud checks. In theory, this could be powerful.

But ERIC has been losing members, mostly “red” states, who argue ERIC focuses heavily on adding voters but has not done
enough on removing voters who moved or died. Today ERIC covers just 24 states + DC, far short of nationwide visibility.

There is a better alternative, a new service soon to be launched that maintains data from 46 states + DC, its NCOA/PCOA
matching and property record corroborating provides far more complete cross-state movement data than ERIC.



Using this service, NCOA, PCOA, and its own analytical tools, CANJEI ERIC Proprietary

identified over 105,000 ballots cast in the most recent NJ general States  24+DC 45+DC
election that raise eligibility concerns including: Voter Registrations 37% 96%
* voters who moved out of NJ 80milion 228 miltion
h ith NY & FL voters Property Records 0 153 million
* exact name + DOB matches wi Data Sources 4 29
e voters under 18 years of age when voted Reports 6 265
e voters registered to PO boxes or commercial locations Frequency 2months  24/7/365
Users SOS Counties

These findings point to a systemic problem: NJ has no functional
statewide or county mechanism or process to detect when voters
move, die, or become ineligible. Other states attempt to solve this with a broken ERIC or USPS NCOA integrations which only
covers about half of the permanent moves. NJ's system is essentially blind.

Citizens deserve confidence that every legal vote counts and that legal votes are not abridged by illegal votes. A major element
to this is ensuring that the voter roll reflects current eligible residents. That requires modern data tools, cross-state matching,
and transparent updates. NJ is far behind.

CANIJEI encourages NJ voters to get involved. Join us or independently attend your county Board of Elections meetings. Ask
how your county updates voter rolls and whether they are using NCOA, cross-state data, or any external checks. Your voice
matters. Election boards will be put on notice and forced to respond.

About Citizens for NJ Election Integrity

Citizens for NJ Election Integrity is a non-partisan organization dedicated to ensuring fair and transparent elections in New
Jersey. The group advocates for electoral reforms, improved voter verification processes, and public education on election
integrity. For more information, please visit http://www.citizens4njei.org/.

Media Contact: Mark Flaherty, Communications Director, Citizens for NJ Election Integrity
914-473-2038 e Mark.Flaherty@citizens4njei.org

For further inquiries or to schedule an interview, please contact C4NJEI at the information provided above.

Education
What's Happening In HVRSD Schools?

HVRSD Board Of Education Meeting December 15, 2025
By The Wall of Ed

Agenda: https://go.boarddocs.com/nj/hvrsd/Board.nsf/Public#tab-meetings
Meeting Recording: https:/youtu.be/UAvObxhBRS8

Next Meeting January 5th 2026 (Organization) at the HVRSD Board Office, 425 Main St, Pennington, NJ

Sacred Family Traditions: Public Drag, Private Hypocrisy

Trans Mrs. Claus in Redbank and Christian Fuscarino Alleged Child Endangerment
By Mathgoddess originally published in Chaos and Control (December 24 2025)

It began with a drag queen story hour here or there. Before most parents noticed, it had become a coordinated cultural
takeover. By 2020, New Jersey made it official. The state embedded “gender identity” into school curricula, teaching
kindergarteners to 2nd graders are expected to “discuss the range of ways people express their gender and how
gender-role stereotypes may limit behavior.” The tactic is unmistakable: destabilize a child’s understanding of reality
before they're old enough to be trusted with safety scissors.

This shift didn’t happen organically. Advocacy groups like Garden State Equality worked deliberately through policy, schools,
libraries, and medical systems to ensure the same ideology follows children everywhere... in a classroom, public space, or
doctor’s office.

Even Christmas 2025 isn’t off-limits.
The Santa Bait-and-Switch

| recently came across a post on Facebook from a grandmother that perfectly illustrates the trap parents and grandparents are
being stuck in lately. She took her granddaughter to a community event in Red Bank NJ for one simple reason: the kid wanted



to show Santa her Christmas list. Except when they got there, they were greeted by a
professional drag queen playing Mrs. Claus. Because apparently, the North Pole now
has moved to the Vegas Strip.

Let's be clear. Drag is not for kids. Traditionally, it is “blue” comedy performed in
bars for people holding adult beverages. Now, suddenly, it's normal family-friendly
entertainment.

Gender roles are already confusing enough for children to navigate without having
adult performance art shoved in their faces during a holiday outing. It's an unnecessary
blur of boundaries. To top it off, “Mrs. Claus” decided to treat the kids to a reading of
Jacob’s New Dress, a book all about a boy who wants to wear girl’s clothes... | don't
remember “gender identity crisis” being one of the reindeer games.

The performer (Kandi Kane) isn't the one to blame here. They go where the paycheck
is. You have to question the motives of the venue organizers who decided that a
child’s Christmas experience needed a dose of social engineering.

The grandmother stayed to let her granddaughter see Santa. Once you're in line, leaving isn‘t really an option without facing a
meltdown and awkward questions. The organizers know this... they use a child’s excitement as a shield to push their agenda.

Classic strategy: lure families with holiday cheer, then pivot to social lessons. If they spent half as much effort on traditions as
on re-engineering kids’ wardrobes, then we'd at least get a holiday that feels normal.

I'll Transition Your Kid, But Don’t Look at Me Slapping Mine

For years, Garden State Equality (GSE) and its Executive Director, Christian Fuscarino, have worked to trans kids behind parents
backs. Their crowning achievement, Policy 5756, which allows the school to socially transition a child, of ANY AGE, without
medical oversight or parental consent. The policy even goes as far as allowing teachers to hide this transition from parents.

For YEARS, the Executive Director of Garden State Equality, Christian Fuscarino, has argued that parents are “the enemy”
and that children are inherently unsafe at home during an identity crisis, this is why the schools MUST KEEP IT A SECRET FROM
PARENTS. To him, a child's gender is a “public matter” belonging to the state school, not the family. He has even branded
basic transparency in districts like Colts Neck (k-8 district) that have policies requiring parental notification for pronoun
changes or sex-ed opt-outs as “propaganda” and “bigotry.”

Cue theirony...

Fuscarino, the man who spent years calling parents “the enemy” was arrested for second-degree child endangerment and
assault. Court documents and security footage allegedly show the so-called “champion of children” dragging his foster child
out of bed, slapping them repeatedly, and shoving them against a wall.

And now that he’s under the microscope, what's his excuse? He's resigned, calling it a " difficult personal family moment”
and he demanding “ privacy.”

Funny how that works. When it comes to your child’s gender identity, Christian Fuscarino and GSE believe it's a state matter,
a school matter, and an activist matter... anything but a family matter. They fight to keep parents in the dark while schools
transition kids behind their backs. But the second he’s caught allegedly “smacking the sh*t” out of a child in his care,
suddenly the family unit deserves privacy.

Secret transitions at school, gender lessons forced on children, drag shows paraded in front of kids... yet parents are accused
by GSE of child abuse simply for questioning a gender transition, while actual abuse in their own home is untouchable, off-
limits, and suddenly “private.” They claim to protect children while dictating every detail of your family’s life. But when it
comes to their own? Rules disappear. Total control for them. Zero accountability. Your family is a threat; theirs is sacred.

Access the article: https:/chaosandcontrol.substack.com/p/sacred-family-traditions-public-drag?utm_campaign=email-half-
post&r=v5y4h&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email

What Parents Need To Know About English Class

The Influence of the College Board on Education
By Mathgoddess originally published in Chaos and Control (December 4 2025)

Most parents assume that English classes simply expose students to advanced literature and critical thinking skills. But many
are unaware of how much control the College Board (a private nonprofit organization) has over what hundreds of
thousands of students read, write, and internalize each year while fundamentally dictating the curriculum for virtually all high
school English classes.



The AP English Language and AP English Literature exams are taken by roughly
550,000 to 600,000 students annually. Because the courses are designed WHAT PARENTS NEED TU KNUW
specifically to prepare students for the exam, the College Board's expectations
determine what is actually taught in classrooms across the country - public,
private, and even religious schools. : AND THE INFLUENCE OF THE
COLLEGE BOARD

This outside influence fundamentally changes a school’s entire English
program. The need to maintain high AP scores for school prestige and college
admissions requires administrators to pressure departments to adopt methods
and materials that align with College Board expectations. This process sets the
pedagogical tone and intellectual framework for the entire English department.
The result is often a subtle shift away from traditional, broad literary study
toward a skills-based, rhetorical analysis model, sacrificing the ability of parents and local school boards to determine the
specific viewpoints and concepts taught in favor of centralized, high-stakes testing requirements.

These intellectual and curricular ideas do not stay siloed in AP classes; they seep into Honors and even general academic track
courses. Teachers and department heads logically align the curriculum of Honors English with the demands of AP to ensure

a smooth and rigorous progression for high-achieving students. It is simply more efficient for English departments to
adopt the same training and rhetorical frameworks across all academic levels for consistency.

A Narrow Set of Repeated Titles

If you look at the list of AP open-response titles from 1970 to 2025 (available here: (https:/mseffie.com/AP/AP_Titles.html), a
clear trend emerges: many of the same books are used repeatedly.

Among the most frequent authors used in this curriculum are works by Toni Morrison, including Beloved and The Bluest Eye.
While celebrated for their literary standing, these books contain graphic, explicit depictions of sexual violence, material that
many parents adamantly believe is not age-appropriate for minor students, and which many adults find intensely disturbing,
yet is imposed without adequate parental input or choice.

Other commonly featured AP titles, such as The Handmaid’s Tale and The Kite Runner, also contain explicit scenes. When
these books appear on the AP exam year after year, schools feel substantial pressure to teach them, leaving little room for
alternatives that might be more suitable for high school students.

These books are not contained to the AP classroom. Because these specific titles are so frequently tested, they are now
becoming mandated reading for alignment in Honors and College Prep courses as well, forcing all high school students,
regardless of their academic track, to confront this highly graphic, age-inappropriate material.

A Reward System for a Specific Worldview

The larger issue is ideological coercion masked as academic rigor. Many teachers acknowledge that the rhetorical analysis
portion of the AP exam rewards certain ideological interpretations, especially those rooted in critical theory: Marxist, anti-
capitalist, or strongly identity-based frameworks.

Remember when we were assured CRT wasn’t in high schools? That narrative aged like a kid caught with their
hand in the cookie jar. Turns out ‘it's not happening’ was just code for, ‘Please don’t check the test this class was
created for.

My own son’s AP English teacher admitted that his primary job is to prepare students for the exam and that the “most
correct” answers often align with these viewpoints. Students are even advised that if they're unsure during multiple choice
sections, they should choose the “more liberal” or "anti-capitalist” interpretation.

Given the scale and influence of the AP program, parents should be aware of several key issues that deserve further
investigation. First, the AP exam system appears structured to reward only certain ideological frameworks. When exam
prompts and scoring guidelines consistently favor specific interpretations of social, historical, or literary topics, this
fundamentally limits true critical thinking rather than encouraging it. The design unintentionally pushes students toward
accepting preferred narratives over genuinely diverse analysis.

The fundamental issue is that the high-stakes AP system effectively rewards students for agreeing with a singular, non-local
ideology. Parents examining AP essay prompts and assigned literature will consistently find that the required rhetorical analysis
naturally lends itself to interpretations heavily influenced by Marxist, anti-capitalist, or critical theory frameworks set forth

by the College Board. This creates a powerful mechanism of intellectual coercion: students quickly learn that expressing
perspectives reflecting parental, community, or their own values can harm their crucial AP score, while adopting the preferred
political lens is the only safe academic strategy. This situation forces students to maintain two separate sets of beliefs and
silences dissent before it is even spoken, effectively controlling not just what they write on an exam, but what they are willing
to think and articulate in a public setting.



Students face a difficult choice:

1. write what they believe, and risk lower grades, or
2. write what the test rewards, even if it contradicts their values.

By discouraging students from cultivating and articulating their own thoughts on these highly controversial topics, creates
more than just surface-level conformity. It actively damages teens intellectual and moral formation, leaving them unable to
deeply root their personal beliefs or defend their convictions when challenged. The consequence is a generation trained to
adopt external ideology rather than developing the ability to critically discern and stand confidently by the principles they
know to be right.

Is the College Board Really Neutral?

Although the College Board claims its exams measure skills rather than ideology, their own sample essays tell a different
story. One high-scoring example promoted by the College Board calls capitalism “overrated” and argues that it “commodifies
humanity and uplifts a minority at the expense of the majority.”

As a private nonprofit with no meaningful external oversight, the College Board has enormous influence over the intellectual
development of high school students. Public data also shows that the political contributions of its leadership lean heavily in
one direction (democrat), raising further questions about institutional bias.

Parents Are Often Unaware of What AP Really Teaches

Parents rarely see what their children are being asked to read or how they are expected to analyze it. | was genuinely surprised
when my son came home describing what he was encountering at his private Catholic school, an institution known for
traditional values. | ultimately refused permission for him to read The Bluest Eye because of its explicit content, but many
parents don't even know such material is being assigned.

My son’s assignments are explicitly rooted in Marxist analysis. For example, he was prompted to tie together the oppression
of slavery in Beloved, the totalitarian control in The Handmaid'’s Tale, and the structural oppression of capitalism discussed

in Capitalist Realism. A clear, blatant trap to force my son into writing a specific anti-capitalist worldview, equating the free
market with historic atrocities and fantasy authoritarian regimes, thereby punishing intellectual independence and controlling
his conclusions. Despite repeated assurances that critical theory is not taught in our high schools, the exam preparation
mandates its application. This confirms that local parental concerns over ideological drift are entirely justified.

Furthermore, the defense of using Toni Morrison’s texts is often rooted in the claim that she is a fundamental stable in the
classroom, suggesting, “If you want to understand the black narrative then you have to read Toni Morrison and be willing
to understand it.” The issue here is not her identity as a Black author, but the intellectual dishonesty of treating any single
person as the definitive spokesperson for the entire Black American experience. This practice suppresses intellectual diversity
and reinforces the dangerous notion that only one prescribed, often ideologically-loaded, narrative is acceptable for college
preparation. This further highlights the College Board influenced curriculum’s failure to foster genuine critical thinking and
respect for diverse viewpoints, even within a race.

Why This Matters

The goal here is not to politicize education, it is to protect intellectual diversity, age-appropriate instruction, and genuine
critical thinking. Parents deserve visibility into what their children are being taught and should have the opportunity to ask
informed questions about whether English classes offer a balanced, unbiased academic environment.

There is an issue of insufficient transparency and oversight regarding the College Board's operations. As a private entity, the
organization unilaterally determines exam content and the scoring philosophy that drives it. These unreviewed decisions shape
the national curriculum for hundreds of thousands of students annually without any meaningful external accountability or
formal mechanism for parental or legislative review.

The College Board's role as the gatekeeper for college credit creates immense institutional pressure, causing teachers to

utilize the same training and materials that ensure the AP program’s specific intellectual lens subtly seeps into every level of
instruction. This high-stakes alignment means the district prioritizes College Board standards over developing a genuinely local,
community-driven curriculum. The AP program acts as an unacknowledged national curriculum director for English,
determining not just what is read, but how students are expected to think about it. This is fundamentally intellectually
dishonest, as it weaponizes academic standards to push a singular, politically preferred worldview, impacting every student in
the high school academic track.

Access the article: https:/chaosandcontrol.substack.com/p/what-parents-need-to-know-about-english?utm_source=post-
email-title&publication_id=388533&post_id=180647686&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=v5y4h&triedRed
irect=true&utm_medium=email
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Presidential Message On The Feast Of The Immaculate Conception
By The White House originally published in The White House (December 8 2025)

Today, | recognize every American celebrating December 8 as a Holy Day honoring the faith, humility, and love of Mary,
mother of Jesus and one of the greatest figures in the Bible.

On the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Catholics celebrate what they believe to be Mary’s freedom from original sin as
the mother of God. She first entered recorded history as a young woman when, according to Holy Scripture, the Angel Gabriel
greeted her in the village of Nazareth with news of a miracle: “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you,” announcing that “you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.”

In one of the most profound and consequential acts of history, Mary heroically accepted God’s will with trust and humility:
“Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Mary’s decision forever altered the
course of humanity. Nine months later, God became man when Mary gave birth to a son, Jesus, who would go on to offer his
life on the Cross for the redemption of sins and the salvation of the world.

For nearly 250 years, Mary has played a distinct role in our great American story. In 1792, less than a decade after the end
of the Revolutionary War, Bishop John Carroll—the first Catholic bishop in the United States and cousin of signer of the
Declaration of Independence Charles Carroll—consecrated our young Nation to the mother of Christ. Less than a quarter-
century later, Catholics attributed General Andrew Jackson'’s stunning victory over the British in the climactic Battle of New
Orleans to Mary. Every year, Catholics celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving in New Orleans on January 8 in memory of Mary’s
assistance in saving the city.

Over the ages, American legends like Elizabeth Ann Seton, Frances Xavier Cabrini, and Fulton Sheen, who spent their lives
glorifying God in service to others, have held a deep devotion to Mary. The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception, located in the heart of our Nation’s Capital, honors Mary as the largest church in North America. The timeless
hymn “Ave Maria” remains beloved by countless citizens. She has inspired the establishment of countless churches, hospitals,
and schools. Nearly 50 American colleges and universities bear Mary’s name. And, just days from now, on December 12,
Catholics in the United States and Mexico will celebrate the steadfast devotion to Mary that originated in the heart of
Mexico—a place now home to the beautiful Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe—in 1531. As we approach 250 years of
glorious American Independence, we acknowledge and give thanks, with total gratitude, for Mary’s role in advancing peace,
hope, and love in America and beyond our shores.

More than a century ago, in the midst of World War |, Pope Benedict XV, the leader of the Roman Catholic Church,
commissioned and dedicated a majestic statue of Mary, Queen of Peace, bearing the infant Christ with an olive branch so that
the Christian faithful would be encouraged to look to her example of peace by praying for a stop to the horrific slaughter. Just
a few months later, World War | ended. Today, we look to Mary once again for inspiration and encouragement as we pray for
an end to war and for a new and lasting era of peace, prosperity, and harmony in Europe and throughout the world.

In her honor, and on a day so special to our Catholic citizens, we remember the sacred words that have brought aid, comfort,
and support to generations of American believers in times of need:

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Access the Presidential Message: https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/12/presidential-message-on-the-
feast-of-the-immaculate-conception/

How Activism Killed The American Magazine

Et Tu, Cook’s lllustrated? The Bitter Aftertaste of Woke Soup.
By The Watcher of the Woke originally published in Chaos and Control (December 30 2025)

The Death of the Magazine Ritual

In the cherished rhythm of American life, Sunday mornings with coffee and the paper or a magazine are a national ritual. For
those of us who love to cook, our kitchen counters are stacked with dog-eared magazines and ripped out recipes, capturing
every dish that we dream we'll eventually get to making. One of my personal favorites throughout the years has been, Cooks
Illustrated. An Iconic Magazine long trusted to inform, teach, inspire, and create.

It's a sad day to report that trust is gone. What began as subtle shifts are now unabashedly a disgraceful embracing of the
woke narrative. And in a cooking magazine! You wouldn’t think it was possible.



Over the last 5 years we have seen many print publications not only dumb down their content to be almost stupid, but also
decline into the nonsense that is the Woke agenda. A particularly sad example was the destruction of the Christian Science
Monitor. A longtime reader of the Christian Science Monitor, | always admired how they stayed out of the negativity and
extreme alarmism with fair, balanced and interesting articles from both the US and abroad. Founded by Mary Baker Eddy

in 1908 as a response to sensationalist “yellow journalism,” they originally strove for a higher standard of news, focusing

on spiritual enlightenment, objectivity, and “blessing mankind” rather than injuring it. Despite its church origins, the CSM
maintained a long standing commitment to editorial independence, becoming a respected international news source known
for unbiased, thoughtful analysis. And then overnight, in 2022 they decided to rebrand and explicitly prioritize equity, inclusion
and climate change as pillars of their reporting. And that was the end of true diversity of content as the publication became a
homogeneous intellectual drain of race, oppression and global warming.

A Pattern of Institutional Decay

Sadly, Christian Science Monitor is just one of many miserable declines in what
were once considered Institutions of American Print Media.

Over the last 5 years, we have bid farewell to any credibility in:

Better Homes & Gardens: Traditionally apolitical lifestyle content (gardening, R] b - StICk]rlg
home decor, family). Now regularly features DEI-focused home profiles (“Spaces

That Celebrate Identity”), land acknowledgments in gardening guides, and framing SquaSh SOLlp
of sustainability through climate-justice lenses.

National Geographic: Shift: While long environmentally conscious, post-2020 Velvety broth chock-full

issues increasingly foreground race, colonialism, and “decolonizing science” in of vegetables, beef, af‘-d
nearly all feature stories—even archaeology, wildlife, and geography. The August | pasta, soup joumou Is
2023 cover story (“The Race Issue Revisited”) exemplifies this deep institutional Haiti's New Year's ritual.

pivot. Not to mention the horrific 2017 cover on Gender Revolution.

Reader’s Digest: Once the epitome of heartland storytelling and light nonfiction,

it now promotes a marked increase in curated personal essays on privilege, allyship, .
and trauma with overt ideological framing. Digital content especially leans into C
social justice themes.

witch
brimmuing

Good Housekeeping: After its 2020 “Racial Equity Pledge,” the magazine § bt
integrated social justice into parenting advice, product reviews (e.g., “woke toy” The idea isn'
roundups), and wellness content. Content now regularly injects activism and virtue i B ot o e
signaling into its pages. entreprencur, c dish, mak

ing and sha trom French
The Atlantic: We all know that the Atlantic has pretty much been historically colonial rule n »and is one of the
center-left, but the “center” is far gone. Its tone shifted markedly post-2020 from | e o e S to
nuanced debate to near-uniform progressive orthodoxy. Landmark examples with | us,” she said. “It represents freedom, i represents rsil
frequent use of terms like “whiteness,” “settler colonialism,” are endemic, along | R A S A
W|T.h degradation Of COﬂserva’[ive or |Ibel’ty based pl’incip|es. ll ing up to the holiday as Cl::E:‘[:i’:ll'jl'ﬂ.'.!::ﬂ.".l.\\.':-“l!li(’:‘1":’

Scientific American: Once rigorously science-first, it began publishing

overtly political editorials (e.g., endorsing Biden in 2020—the first presidential
endorsement ever in it's 175 years) (You have to wonder, are they embarrassed
now?) and frequent framing of scientific topics (e.g., Al, medicine, climate)
through a woke lens.

Bon Appétit: After a humiliating June 2020 incident involving an brownfaced
halloween costume sported by the editor in chief, BA the hired Dawn Davis. This
appeasement moved the magazine from a celebration of culinary exquisiteness
and excellence to a broader range of ‘cultural’ content. Longtime readers
escalated that these changes were driven by cultural activism rather than purely
culinary interests not technique or flavor. Good Grief!!1!

Parents Magazine: Not that it was ever really good, but now it's REALLY
terrible. Parenting advice that routinely includes guidance on “talking to kids
about privilege,” gender-neutral parenting mandates, and critical analyses
of “heteronormative” family structures, departing sharply from its earlier
development- and wellness-focused mission.

So many publications are catapulting themselves into this disastrous attempt to
topple our American way of life. And now, as Taps plays in the background and E
my heart bleeds, the newest media death is added to the list of publications that SR |
have caved to the narrative, Cooks Illustrated.




Over the last several years, | have noticed a periodic dribble of political posturing in both selected articles and a lean in the
tone of the writing. | hoped beyond hope that it would go no further and as | sat and read this month’s issue, the infection
had clearly spread to a full-on illness. The language and intent couldn’t have been made more offensive, obvious, and
polarized as highlighted this edition’s article on Haitian squash Soup. Maybe the soup is great, | can’t say, because | couldn’t
get past reading the first political paragraph or the inset point. You can read for yourself.

Read the language carefully. It's skewed entirely to oppressor and the oppressed narrative. I'm not sure if I'm more angry
that it's there, or that the writers and editors didn’t think we, the readers, would notice and object. Is this what a cooking
magazine should be pushing?

And let's take a look at who Dr. Myron Beasley is at Bates College:

“Myron Beasley, Ph.D. is Associate Professor of American Studies, he also serves on the
committee of Gender and Sexuality Studies at Bates College. His ethnographic research
includes exploring the intersection of cultural politics, material culture and social
change...”

To the right: A highlight from Bates College which will give you a sense of their ideals. Bates
College on Instagram: “Bold looks. Minimal waste. Serving..."” h
For my part, this isn't about rejecting history, complexity or denying real injustice. It's about 'rrl:shi
resisting entirely the imposition of a singular worldview in every aspect of American Lives !

to the exclusion of everything else. And | am pleased to see how hard America is pushing %g%
back with resolve for pluralism, for tradition, for faith, for the quiet majority who think for
themselves and have learned to be critical of this sickness that has spread across our culture.

So here is the dignified response: cancel the subscription and notify the editor why. If we want
to have any print media left, we have to let the editors know that Americans aren‘t giving
money to companies and organizations that want to destroy our way of life.

Dear Editor,

I've valued your publication for [X years], especially for [specific quality: e.g., rigorous testing, balanced reporting, practical
wisdom]. Recently, I've noticed a shift toward advocacy over analysis and a lean into political posturing. Your publication has
no business taking an ideological lens that doesn’t reflect the goal of your magazine, but a political narrative I’'m not willing
to tolerate. I'm canceling my subscription as a vote for preserving editorial apolitical commitment. | hope you'll reconsider the
injection of ideology into your magazine. —A former reader

That's it.

Essentially, in the great economic giant that capitalism is, the market speaks loudest when the dollars decline. And when
enough readers choose substance over the injection of politics, it helps the pendulum swing back to sanity. Our most
powerful statement in a free society isn’t a lawn sign; it's a rejection of an organ trying to rot the body.

Access the article: https://chaosandcontrol.substack.com/p/how-activism-killed-the-american?utm_source=post-email-
title&publication_id=388533&post_id=182417562&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=v5y4h&triedRedirect=t
rue&utm_medium=email

New Years Eve Cancelations - A Sign That The Global Intifada Is Here
Opinion by Cookie Schwaeber-Issan originally published in ALL ISRAEL NEWS (December 29 2025)

There's only one way to react to the news that Paris, Germany, Australia, Belgrade, Serbia, Tokyo and Hong Kong have all
canceled their outdoor New Year's Eve celebrations. And that would be to acknowledge that the global intifada is here.

If you're asking why many major world cities have come to this bleak decision, it is as a result of serious security concerns over
the fear that they can no longer guarantee the safety of their citizens at a moment in time when surprise terror attacks are
rampant in so many places.

In the case of Paris, police cited worries over “unpredictable crowd movements” at the iconic site of the Champs-Elysées,
where the festivities are generally held. But given that they still intend to display their annual fireworks show at the Arc de
Triomphe, it's not clear how they expect to keep the public away.

Belgrade’s mayor has not only canceled the New Year celebrations of midnight on the 31st of December but also celebrations
for the Serbian New Year, traditionally observed from January 13-14, again, over security concerns.

Hong Kong has decided to change the venue of their celebration without providing for a specific reason, while a particular
district of Tokyo, which apparently intended to hold an event this year, has also nixed it, citing potential crowd problems.

If you're a dot connector, this one might not be too difficult to figure out. An unsuspecting world has opened the doors of
their countries to individuals who are not exactly lovers of mankind.



Skipping the crucial step of checking to see who they're allowing in, they took it for granted that the many newcomers would
not include those who view public gatherings as a great opportunity to plan a terror attack, resulting in massive casualties.

In short, ringing in the New Year will not be the worldwide annual event it's always been, because no one wants to see the
year start off with a “big bang” of the tragic type. Sadly, this is the reality of the ushering in of 2026 — a wake-up call to
humanity, with a cancelation of life as we've known it.

Those carefree days, where gathering together to watch a ball drop, as the New Year approaches, may now be a fond

but distant memory. Sadly, it will also affect other annual events, such as Christmas markets, fairs, Independence Day
commemorations and even sports events, where thousands of people have always gathered. Because, unlike other years, they
may not return home, the same day, in one piece.

The recent tragedy which occurred at Sydney’s Bondi Beach has left everyone with the frightening reality that catastrophe can
strike at any moment, as extreme, radicalized Muslims believe that they are doing God’s holy work by killing Jews and infidels
(a/k/a Christians and most anyone who is not an adherent of Islam).

They have continued the work of their 7th century prophet, Muhammad who fought one battle after another in the Arabian

Peninsula, not even hesitating to wipe out his own tribe in Mecca. Dedicating his life to Islamic expansion and the setting up

of caliphates (governments under the leadership of an Islamic cleric), today’s modern-day terrorists are promoting those same
objectives.

This means that nothing and no one, not even other non-radicalized Muslims, will be a deterrent in their goal to wreak terror
in the hearts of people who are simply out for an enjoyable evening with friends and family. After all, if their own people are
the unintended casualties of a mass attack, it was all worth it just for the sake of murdering infidels.

That enormous miscalculation and lack of understanding was responsible for the welcoming of migrants into Western
societies who actually boasted about their high level of morality, generosity and empathy for those less fortunate.

As their actions were seen to be the humane and decent thing to do, other countries followed suit, allowing uncivilized,
subhuman types to be absorbed into societies that valued the sanctity of life, the advantages of democracy, freedom of choice
and personal liberties.

Thinking that those ideals would rub off on them, Western governments provided every imaginable advantage to make sure
that migrants could enjoy the same privileges as everyone else. It could have been a dream come true!

But few understood the lethality of the violent ideology which had become a part of their DNA from early childhood,
preventing them from ever looking at the simple joys of life as blessings to be cherished.

So, it became a waiting game. Knowing that given enough time for a convergence of Islamic empowerment, through seizing
local governing positions, as the deterioration of Western society occurred, they would finally be able to begin their takeover.

And now they have. The very fact that authorities are suddenly fearful and wary of allowing mass gatherings to take place, is
a sure sign of our times. We are all at the mercy of these monsters whose perverted religion has sanctioned them to take out
precious lives.

Brainwashed to believe that their deity demands the blood of innocents, they view this charge as a worthwhile duty, which
will earn them the greatest rewards in the next life. Won't they be in shock when they discover that the tormenting fires of
hell, instead, awaits them.

But, it will be too late to make amends for those unconscionable acts which they committed with absolutely no pangs of
conscience, personal anguish or self-reproach.

In truth, it is incumbent upon world leaders who made the colossal mistake of thinking that darkness could share the same
space with light, to do some soul-searching. Their feeble attempt to properly vet these people who were let in en masse and
sent to live with respectable citizens, who welcomed them, was a great disservice done to their constituents.

Now, each one of these countries are paying the steep price of knowing that they are literally living with ticking time bombs
that could go off at any moment. No one is guaranteed returning home safely to the arms of their loving families, because
there are terrorists among us who hope that we don't.

The global intifada has begun, and no one is immune, because its goal is to harness as much death as possible, with no one
being off-limits!

Access the article: https://allisraelnews.com/blog/new-years-eve-cancelations-a-sign-that-the-global-intifada-is-here?utm_
source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%20message%20heard%20%E2 %80 % 98from % 20Tehran %20
10%20Sana%E2%80%99a%20t0%20Beirut%E2 %80%99%3A%20IDF % 20receives % 20first%20Iron % 20Beam % 20la-
ser%20defense%20system%20-%2020199980



Slouching Toward Open Season On Jews
By Victor Davis Hanson originally published in The Blade of Perseus (December 22 2025)

Jews celebrating Hanukkah were just slaughtered by Muslim gunmen on an Australian beach, in an imitation of the October 7
massacres.

An inert Europe is canceling Christmas celebrations out of fear of threats of violence from Muslim minorities. In the West,
when an Islamist shoots a Jew, politicians often offer two bizarre remedies: gun control or a task force to tackle Islamophobia.

Yet, our political class rarely offers data on the overwhelming preponderance of targeting Jews rather than Muslims, much less
the vast disparity in Jewish-on-Muslim versus Muslim-on-Jewish violence.

To catalog all the recent violence against Jews in the Western world would fill a book.

We know the causes. Anemic Western leaders—politicians, college presidents, media grandees, and celebrities—fear Muslim
terrorism, growing Muslim voters, and their own growing anti-Semitic campus constituencies.

So, they never call out anti-Semitic violence other than with nauseating nothings like, “Such violence has no place here.” Or
“We condemn such violence in the utmost terms.” Or “This is not who we are.”

The prime minister of Australia—a country that produced some of the most heroic soldiers of World War | and Il and still is a
bulwark of the West in the Pacific—goes through a series of linguistic contortions daily to avoid identifying the threat to Jews
and how to stop it. He talks as if guns were animate and murdered Jews without the aid of radical Islamic killers.

So nothing much follows in the West, and Jews are becoming the hunted. The attacks will increase because there is no
foreseeable force to combat them.

Just a few years ago, it used to be that anti-Semitism was mostly on the left and repugnantly identifiable and condemnable by
most.

In 2009, the Rev. Jeremiah Wright grew angry against his former favorite parishioner, then newly elected President Barack
Obama, and scoffed in anger, “Them Jews ain’t going to let him talk to me.”

Many leftist icons used to voice blatant anti-Semitism, such as Jesse Jackson (“Hymietown"), Al Sharpton (“If the Jews want to
get it on, tell them to pin their yarmulkes back and come over to my house”), or Louis Farrakhan (”your gutter religion”).

Do we remember the utterances of once White House press corps liberal icon Helen Thomas (“Jews should get the hell out of
Palestine. They should go home to Poland, Germany, America, and everywhere else.”)?

Their left-wing legacy is now amplified by Rep. llhan Omar (“It’s all about the Benjamins, baby”). The so-called Squad, New
York Mayor-elect Zoran Mamdani, the “The Democratic Socialists of America,” and the legions of campus protestors never
disown the slogan “Palestine will be free from the river to the sea”—a call to destroy the current state of Israel and everyone
in it—because they either all believe in it or assume their clueless followers have no idea what it means.

Again, when the elite say, “River to the sea,” does that mean they will erase all the Jews in Israel but spare its two-million-
Arab citizenry, about the only Arabs in the entire Middle East who vote in free and fair elections and enjoy constitutional
rights?

Of course, no left-wing Westerner visiting the Middle East would wish to publicly express his free speech, atheism, or pro-gay/
trans support either on the West Bank or in Gaza.

The combination of providing DEI exemptions to biased minority activists, the anti-Israel and anti-Semitic indoctrination in
universities, and no-borders immigration has turned the Democrat Party into the natural home of those who dislike Israel in
particular and feel free to demonize Jews in general.

Indeed, most polls show that 60 percent of Democrats favor the Palestinians over the Israelis. Translated, that means they
prefer a terrorist autocracy over a Western liberal constitutional government.

The right used to be a unified corrective to left-wing anti-Semitism. It still polls nearly 70 percent in favor of Israel. For a while
longer, it is far more likely to condemn anti-Semitic violence than the left.

But recently, its own base, in varying degrees, has come full circle and joined the left in its distaste for Israel and Jews in
general.

The new anti-Israel right despises Israel and the U.S. support of it, either in terms that are commercial (there are more Arabs,
with more money and oil), cowardly (trashing Jews does not earn terrorist reprisals; rebuking Muslims can), political (Jews
more often vote Democratic), or simply anti-Semitic (cabals of Jews control Wall Street, Hollywood, the media, etc., etc.).

Once-fringe anti-Semites like Nick Fuentes are now welcomed to air their views openly, but mostly the conspiracy venom is of
the more insidious sort, like “I'm just throwing this out there...” or “Here is something to consider...”

In the last few weeks, we have been told—without any evidence—by right-wing influencers that the Jews may well have had
a hand in killing Charlie Kirk, in bombing an Iranian nuclear facility, in pressuring the Maduro kleptocracy, and in the 9/11
slaughter.



One hallmark of the new right-wing furor against Jews and Israel is the strange symbiosis they employ. Formerly edgy
podcasters become vicarious hosts of virulent anti-Semites. The partnerships are a way of not directly owning up to their
toxicity but just “putting it out there.”

Candace Owens initially championed Kanye West (“I'm a bit sleepy tonight but when | wake up, I'm going death con 3 On
JEWISH PEOPLE.").

Then she graduated to expressing her own old anti-Semitic tropes: “There is just a very small ring of specific people who are
using the fact that they are Jewish to shield themselves from any criticism. ... All Americans should want answers because this
appears to be something that is quite sinister.”

Tucker Carlson hosted critics of the U.S. effort against Hitler in World War Il and Israel-behind-it conspiracists before escalating
to inviting Nick Fuentes on in a mostly friendly manner—which might be attributed to his interview format, except he has
attacked fellow conservatives far more than has odious Fuentes.

But now Carlson himself too throws out story-line hints about just maybe Jews' involvement in Charlie Kirk's death, or a

sort of/kind of Jewish effort behind 9/11, or perhaps it was those Jews eating humus, not the Roman prefect of Judea who
ordered Jesus killed for supposed sedition—a common fate of any provincial residents who even appeared to defy the absolute
authority of the Roman imperial state. Carlson strangely categorized Israel as an “insignificant” country. But is not Israel a
democratic Western outpost in a sea of Middle East autocracy, the most technically advanced and scientifically sophisticated
nation for its size in the world, and the ancient home of the Judeo-Christian tradition?

Somehow, many on the right forgot who funds the virulently anti-American mouthpiece Al-Jazeera, or where the 9/11
murderers came from, or who has killed Americans in Syria, Lebanon, and on the Red Sea, and or whom the Muslim
Brotherhood, ISIS, and theocratic Iran have vowed to destroy. And as for October 7 and what followed, Israel waited in vain
for nearly three weeks for Hamas to give up the 3,000 terrorists who murdered 1,219 Jews, wounded 3,400, and took 254
hostages before mounting a full invasion of Gaza.

Where does it all end?

Either there will be an 11th-hour Western intolerance of anti-Semitism, a limit of student visas and immigration from
the illiberal nations of the Middle East, a return to melting pot assimilation, an end to DEl tribalism, and a reform of the
weaponized university curricula, or we will see more images of gunmen shooting Jews as if they were mere animals.

Access the article: https://victorhanson.com/slouching-toward-open-season-on-jews/

Will America Collapse?
Commentary by John Stossel originally published in The Daily Signal (January 1 2026)
While campaigning, President Donald Trump said, “We're a nation in decline.”
Now that he’s president, the left agrees.

“We are witnessing the collapse and implosion of the American empire,” says
Cornel West.

Are the predictors of doom correct? Will America collapse like so many
civilizations before us?

If we don't learn from history, says historian Johan Norberg, that might
happen. Photo courtesy of Reuters/Guglielmo Mangiapane.
“It's a clash within every civilization on whether they should keep going, be open to innovation and progress, or whether they
should retreat and decline,” he says in my new video.

His book, “Peak Human: What We Can Learn from History’s Greatest Civilizations,” looks at the “golden ages” of Ancient
Athens, Ancient Rome, Song China, the Abbasid Dynasty in Baghdad, Renaissance lItaly, the Dutch Republic and the
Anglosphere.

Norberg argues that once people acquire a certain amount of comfort, they say, “‘We want stability, protection, we want
someone to take care of us.” ... that's what leads to stagnation.”

People in power are generally comfortable with that:

“They've built their power on a particular system of production, certain ideas, a particular mentality ... Whereas trade,
innovation, growth, it's all about change ... What sets these golden ages apart is that, for a period of time, they managed to
lift themselves above that and give more people more freedoms. That also allowed them to experiment more and come up
with better technologies and raise living standards.”

Greece once led the world. Rome, too. Not anymore. Why?



Because people want “safety, stability, protection,” says Norberg. “They slow things down, get that stability, but they also get
stagnation and poverty.”

China experienced a golden age during the Song Dynasty.

“They had more freedom than other Chinese dynasties... More openness to new ideas from strange places... (Farmers) were
allowed to experiment with new grain, new forms of rice from Vietnam, and to trade with others. They came up with constant
innovations. It became a very urbanized society that ushered in incredible experiments with iron, steel, textile, machines.”

The government scrapped laws that had limited what could and couldn’t be sold. They allowed markets to stay open all night
(something not allowed before).

“In traditional Chinese society, people had fixed areas where they were allowed to live and where they had to return after
having done a day’s work. People did not mingle and meet people from other classes, other professions ... Under the Song
Dynasty, the walls were torn down ... They began to mingle with one another ... they could do more business, listen to
concerts, go to religious ceremonies. Eventually, Chinese society realized that this is how you make progress. This is how we
become wealthier. When more people meet, when more people exchange goods and services and ideas, they prosper.”

But after the Mongols invaded, the Chinese banned ocean voyages and foreign trade. They stifled the experimentation that
had made them rich.

“They wanted stability after all this uncertainty and chaos. ‘How do we do that?’ ... By regulating everything, telling people to
stay in their places ... They got stability. They also got 500 years of stagnation, 500 years that turned the richest and greatest
civilization on the planet to a desperately poor country.”

If any country is in a golden age today, | would think it's America, and Norberg agrees.

“| wouldn't want to live anywhere else in human history. We have made such remarkable progress when it comes to
expanding freedoms, reducing poverty, increasing life expectancy.”

But the American experiment is now 250 years old. Few golden ages last that long. Once affluent, people want stability, and
a government that resists change.

“That then undermines the innovation that we need to keep golden ages going,” warns Norberg. “If we want a golden age
to keep going, we have to fight for it.”

How?

“Double down on the institutions of liberal democracy, free markets, and unleash new waves of innovation and of progress.
There is still time. We can still save this golden age.”

Access the article: https://www.dailysignal.com/2026/01/01/will-america-collapse-like-so-many-other-civilizations/?utm_
source=TDS_Email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=4-things-to-expect-from-the-trump-administration-in-2026&_
bhlid=8a1c2bd7cdc0013e437bab8c565b2ff25a6f0107

Public Corner

Public Local Meetings

Interested in attending public meetings? Here are a few in your area for this month.
https://www.mercercounty.org/i-want-to/calendar-meeting-list

HVRSD School Board Meeting

Monday January 5, 2026 (Organization)
425 S Main St. Pennington, NJ 08534 Or Livestream on YouTube

Municipal Township Meetings

https://www.hopewelltwp.org/calendar.aspx?CID=32
Monday, January 5, 2026 6:30 PM
Meetings are in hybrid format- Township Municipal Building & Zoom

Township meetings will be held at HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING 201 Washington Crossing -
Pennington Road, Titusville, NJ 08560



In case you are unable to attend Township Committee mtgs, the recordings are available. Per the township clerk’s office Kathy,
they are “usually,” available within a few days of the meeting.

Happy viewing click here: https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/k83q0qZsxB_6dIk4EjvYfvIxDQOgNH9z/
videos?autostart=true&showtabssearch=true
Or: https://www.hopewelltwp.org/ select How Do I.../ bottom right View/ Video Library

Board of Elections Meeting

January 2026: No meeting in calendar as of publishing newsletter
Board of Elections Meetings will be at 930 Spruce St., Lawrence, NJ 08648

Mercer County Board of County Commissioners

Meeting Schedule -- January 2026
Thursday January 8, 2026 6:00 PM (Reorganization Meeting)

The War Memorial Building, West Lafayette Street, City of Trenton

Agenda and Formal Meetings will take place at the Mercer County Administration Building, Room 211, 640 South Broad St.,
Trenton, NJ unless otherwise stated.

In order to encourage full participation of these meetings, please submit any requests for accommodations of people with
disabilities to the Clerk to the Board, Mercer County Administration Building, PO Box 8068, Trenton, NJ 08650

(609) 989-6584 {V/TTY} {Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 101-336}
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At the Movies, Bookstores

Happy Semiquincentennial, America! 250 Reasons Why America Is Still Worth Celebrating

Author: Jay Payleitner  Publication Date: October 7, 2025 I -
Publisher: Regnery  Hardcover, 216 pages  To purchase: Amazon, Barnes & Noble , \; éf‘“\n‘ppy };7‘\13
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Overview

It's America’s 250th birthday! Here are 250 reasons to celebrate this land of the free
and the brave.

i
Let's hear a round of thunderous applause for America’s semiquincentennial! (Or maybe a
reluctant and sarcastic slow clap from you cynics in the crowd.) Sure our beloved nation is far
from perfect. From sea to shining sea there are still challenges to meet and opportunities we
have overlooked. But hey. Look how far we've come in just 250 years! We've added 37 states
and there are currently 130 times as many Americans as there was in 1776. Population growth
is good, right? We've hired 47 presidents, admittedly some better than others. And then there
is corn on the cob, Route 66, Philly cheesesteaks, Wrigley Field, greasy spoon diners, SPAM. Are
you smiling yet?

In these pages you'll find a pinch of nostalgia, a dash of travelogue, a burst of patriotism, and
even a challenge for all Americans to cherish this country and . . . maybe do better.

JAY PAYLEITNER

Whether you're a progressive, a conservative, or refuse to be labeled, we invite you to celebrate America’s semiquincentennial.
Join us for a much-needed healthy dose of optimism, a dash of silliness, and proof positive that America is still the place you
want to call home.

About the author, more information: https://jaypayleitner.com/

Book Review: ‘Happy Semiquincentennial, America!’: The Countdown Begins

Author Jay Payleitner highlights what Americans have to celebrate on its 250th birthday.
By MJ Hanley-Goff originally published in The Epoch Times (November 12 2025)

On the website America250.0rg, a clock is counting down to the momentous day when America reaches its 250th birthday—
its semi-quincentennial. It's a tough word to say, and for that we must thank those who promoted the Latin language way
back when.

A glance at the clock on the site’s home page shows roughly seven months until July 4, 2026, the official day celebrating the
country’s beginnings when 12 colonies voted to approve the Declaration of Independence on a hot day in Philadelphia.

The words on that paper continue to guide and inspire us to find the best in ourselves and each other, so the great American
Experiment can go on.

What Binds Us

The Founding Fathers, though, might be scratching their heads at the political climate these days, but let’s not lose sight of
this milestone. There may be no better time for America to be preparing for its 250th birthday than right now. Instead of
what divides Americans, the semiquincentennial offers an opportunity for citizens to pause, review, and relish all that's been
accomplished over the decades.

There will be, undoubtedly, book after book on the subject, but one that's just been released deserves recognition. “Happy
Semiquincentennial, America! 250 Reasons Why America Is Still Worth Celebrating” by Jay Payleitner celebrates exactly 250
places, inventions, phrases, foods, and more. It's a potpourri of what it means to be American.

It's divided into sections, like “America’s Tastebuds,” where we learn about pizza, picnics, and s'mores. In “Americanisms,” the
author covers phrases like: excuse me; if you build it, he will come; and keep your eye on the ball.

Readers will learn what the Pez candy, the kazoo, and the lunchbox have in common, where the first drive-in theater was
built, and a short history of the jukebox. The book is both entertaining and food for thought. It may elicit conversations
around the dinner table, capture children’s attention in a civics lesson, and cause us to stand a little bit straighter during the
National Anthem.

How Far America Has Come

In the first few pages, the author touches upon America’s growth: “Look how far we've come in just 250 years,” he writes.
“We've added 37 states, and the population is 138 times what it was in 1776.” There's been the election of 45 different



presidents and the ratification of 27 constitutional amendments. American ingenuity is responsible for the Model T, the cell
phone, and the internet. We were first in flight at Kitty Hawk, and first on the moon.

With that said, let’s dive into a few of the 250 items the author chose to represent the essence of the country.

The Essence of America

The piece on “Route 66" seems like a good place to start. It's a popular term, but not many may know what it's about. Now
they do. The route was established in 1926 for the “great western migration” before and after World War Il. It's famous for its
landmark hotels, retro drive-ins, bizarre museums, and even the first McDonald'’s.

Another piece titled, “Greasy Spoons,” focuses on a common term, but we may not know where it came from. These are the
truck stops and roadside diners where “the pies are homemade, and the food is unpretentious” and where rice pudding spins
in the glass display case. Unfortunately, he adds, “sometimes the spoons are actually greasy.”

Under the “Landmarks” section is a list of 25 iconic American sites, including the familiar ones like the Grand Canyon, the
Las Vegas Strip, and Mount Rushmore. Also listed is the largest ball of twine. Unfortunately, 10 states claim to have it. The
Guinness Book of World Records acknowledged Branson, Missouri, as the winner, but that was in 1993. Since we learn that
these balls of twine keep growing, with one measuring 40 feet in circumference and weighing more than 17,000 pounds.
Their decision may need a revision at some point.

The section titled, “Heroes Among Us,” includes names both familiar and unfamiliar. Clara Barton, Jackie Robinson, and
Mister Rogers are here, but so is Rick Rescorla. On Sept. 11, 2001, Rescorla’s reassuring demeanor kept colleagues calm as
they evacuated the South Tower. “He was last seen climbing the stairs to conduct a final sweep for others,” Payleitner wrote.
Rescorla didn’t survive.

America’s Motto

The phrase “E Pluribus Unum” is included, with thanks to the Latin language for these stately terms. The translation is “out

of many, one.” We're a nation forged from diverse origins. Much of the greatness we've enjoyed came to be from those who
left everything to come here. Though a simple phrase, it possesses a deeper and more complex meaning and seems like a wise
addition by the author.

The author provided a lot of wisdom in the over 30 books he’s published. There’s one on conflict resolution, one on building a
happy marriage, and another about what a child needs from a father. In an interview, Payleitner reveals his books come from
“a heart of optimism, and practical wisdom shaped by personal stories, life experience, a realistic view of human nature and
my snarky sense of humor.”

Payleitner acknowledges those who helped the American experiment endure all these years. We owe a debt, he wrote, to
those who've gone before us and sacrificed for us: “the fallen heroes, the veterans, and the parents and grandparents who
shaped us.” America, he says, “endures because of their courage, dedication and selflessness.”

His final words provide what he hopes this book becomes: a conversation starter, something to keep “for when you're feeling
world-weary, patriotic or anti-patriotic.” This experiment remains unfinished. It's “ours to question, to challenge, to cherish.”

Yes, us. We. The people.

Access the article: https://www.theepochtimes.com/bright/happy-semiquincentennial-america-the-countdown-begins-
59423907ea_src=frontpage&ea_med=section-3

What Every American Needs to Know About The Qur‘an-A History Of Islam & The United States

Author: William J Federer ~ Paperback, 328 pages  To purchase: Amazon, Barnes & Noble
Publisher: Amerisearch, Inc.  Publication Date: January 22, 2007

Overview WHAT EVERY
You will be fascinated by this fast-paced, objective history of the world from a perspective you AMERICAN
have never imagined. NEEDS TO
Current events will come into focus in the back drop of 1,400 years of inconceivable yet true KNOW

events and conflicts. Thousands of books, documents and articles have been researched over ABOUT

several years in preparation for this book.

THE

Did you know...

In 2006, Keith Ellison became the first Muslim elected to the United States Congress. He swore
in on a Qur'an. Most Americans know little about the Qur’an, who wrote it and how Islam

UNITED STATES
spread.




Within 100 years of Mohammed’s death, his followers conquered North Africa, the Holy Land, Persia, Spain - from the Indian
Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean.

President Barak Obama stated in Cairo, Egypt, June 4, 2009: “Islam has always been a part of America’s story.”

Indeed, Islam has affected the Western World for 1,400 years, from 622 AD to today’s headlines. This book will give you a
fascinating glimpse into captivating events and amazing stories- you won't want to put it down!

Find answers to how Islam is connected to:
e The stirrup for riding horses, who invented it and how Muslims used it to win military conquests?

e Santa Claus - how Islam caused the story of Saint Nicholas to spread from the Byzantine Empire to Western Europe in 1087
AD?

¢ How did Muslim Ottoman Turks invading the Byzantine Empire resulted in the Crusades, 1095-1272 AD?
¢ What did Marco Polo say was the origin of the word “assassin”?

¢ What happened to the Seven Churches of mentioned in the Book of Revelation? - How did the 1000 year old Byzantine
Enpire get conquered?

e \What did Sultan Mehmet Il do to Constantinople in 1453 that led Columbus to set sail in 1492?
¢ Dracula - What is the real-life account of “Vlad the Impaler” in 1462, (not Bram Stoker’s 1897 fiction novel)?

¢ What did Martin Luther say in 1529 about Muslim Turkish Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent who was laying siege to
Vienna, Austria?

¢ Who did Captain John Smith fight in Hungary in 1600 before founding Virginia in 16077
¢ Who did James Oglethorpe fight in Serbia in 1717 before founding the Colony of Georgia?

¢ What happened to a Pilgrim ship returning to England to trade for supplies in 1625 when they met a Moroccon pirate
man-of-war?

e September 11, 1683 - How the Muslims loss in the Battle of Vienna lead to coffee and croissant pastries spreading across
Europe?

¢ How was Islamic expansion funded by the slave trade of millions Africans and Europeans?

¢ How did Thomas Jefferson and James Madison’s fighting the North African Barbary Pirates, 1805-1815, lead to the U.S.
Marine nickname “leathernecks, ' Marine “mamluke” sword, Marine Anthem “From the halls of Montezuma to the Shores
of Tripoli”?

¢ What happened to over 1.5 million Armenian Christians when President Woodrow Wilson failed to convince the U.S.
Senate in 1922 to adopt Armenia as a protectorate - similar to Puerto Rico?

¢ \What was the impact of oil being discovered in Saudi Arabia in 19387

¢ [SIS, “genocide” of Christians in Middle East, Benghazi, Syrian Refugees, and more!
You will not be the same after you have learned What Every American Needs to Know about the Qur’an.
About the author, more information: https://americanminute.com/pages/about

David: The #1 Family Movie In America!

Release Date: December 19 2025  Rated PG, Thr 55min Animation
Directors: Phil Cunningham, Brent Dawes  Cast: Brandon Engman, Phil Wickham, Mark
Jacobson, Adam Michael Gold, Brian Stivale, Sloan Lucas Muldown, Miri Mesika

Film Synopsis

From the songs of his mother’s heart to the whispers of a faithful God, David’s story begins in
quiet devotion. When the giant Goliath rises to terrorize a nation, a young shepherd armed with
only a sling, a few stones, and unshakable faith steps forward. Pursued by power and driven by
purpose, his journey tests the limits of loyalty, love, and courage — culminating in a battle not
just for a crown, but for the soul of a kingdom.

Watch Trailer & more, Get Showtimes, Pay it Forward: https://www.angel.com/movies/david

Watch All Things David: Experience Young DAVID in our 5-part animated series. Each episode
tells the tale of a courageous, thoughtful, and spiritual king in the making. Watch our budding
hero blossom into the poet, shepherd, and giant slayer that’s revered today. Continue the Story:
https://www.angel.com/franchise/david
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They Crossed on Christmas Night in a Snowstorm!

By Hillsdale College. Hillsdale College President Larry Arnn introduces a new video
series, “The Story of America,” created in partnership with the White House.

Stories that shaped a nation. Faced with a choice between freedom and
tyranny, courageous men and women risked their lives, their fortunes,

and their sacred honor to form a more perfect union—the United States of
America. As our nation marks its 250th anniversary, we invite you to watch
and learn from these fascinating stories that celebrate the American spirit.

Episode 12 (10 minutes): Crossing the Delaware. Eric Metaxas Author and
Radio Host

Join Eric Metaxas for a daring raid that saved the American Revolution: George Washington’s attack on Trenton. From near-
defeat in New York to British hubris, learn the story behind Washington’s famous crossing of the Delaware River on a freezing
Christmas night. You may not know how close America was to losing the Revolution before Trenton, but Metaxas sets the
record straight. This story will inspire you to appreciate how important Washington’s victory at Trenton was. Discover how he
and his soldiers braved the freezing winter night to further the cause of liberty. Washington’s daring plan gambled all and set
the course of history.

Access the video (10 minutes): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Kv_3KmypdA
Watch the series so far! https://storyofamerica.hillsdale.edu/#watch_series

Support Hillsdale College: https://secured.hillsdale.edu/hillsdale/support-hillsdale-college...
Visit our website: http://hillsdale.edu

Learn from our online courses: http://online.hillsdale.edu

Read Imprimis: https:/imprimis.hillsdale.edu/

Hillsdale College is an independent institution of higher learning founded in 1844 by men and women “grateful to God for
the inestimable blessings” resulting from civil and religious liberty and “believing that the diffusion of learning is essential to
the perpetuity of these blessings.” It pursues the stated object of the founders: “to furnish all persons who wish, irrespective
of nation, color, or sex, a literary, scientific, [and] theological education” outstanding among American colleges “and to
combine with this such moral and social instruction as will best develop the minds and improve the hearts of its pupils.” As
a nonsectarian Christian institution, Hillsdale College maintains “by precept and example” the immemorial teachings and
practices of the Christian faith.

The College also considers itself a trustee of our Western philosophical and theological inheritance tracing to Athens and
Jerusalem, a heritage finding its clearest expression in the American experiment of self-government under law.

By training the young in the liberal arts, Hillsdale College prepares students to become leaders worthy of that legacy. By
encouraging the scholarship of its faculty, it contributes to the preservation of that legacy for future generations. By publicly
defending that legacy, it enlists the aid of other friends of free civilization and thus secures the conditions of its own survival
and independence.

Visit & Support: Washington Crossing Historic Park PA

The Park
In the late 1800s, Americans began to acknowledge the DONATE UYTORTS  WSTORY  DVENIS  PATOTGITSHGPRt WO Q
country’s historic events and sites with greater interest. The THECROSSING  THEPARK | ABOUT  SUPPORT. EDUCATION | PLANTOURVISI

United States Centennial Exposition, held in Philadelphia’s
Fairmount Park in 1876, played a large role in fostering a

new appreciation of the nation’s past. ) &p[org
1 E L

Often, local groups led the way in these efforts. This was e
the case in Bucks County, where in 1895 the Bucks County
Historical Society placed a stone marker at the spot from

which Washington’s army launched its daring Christmas _—
night 1776 crossing of the Delaware River. e ==

500 Acres

OF AMERICAN HISTORY

In 1917 — urged on by the Bucks County Historical Society, the Daughters of the American Revolution, the Patriotic Order of
the Sons of America, and the Historical Society of Pennsylvania — the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania created the Washington
Crossing Park Commission. The park was established that year, and in 1918, the name of the Taylorsville post office was
changed to Washington Crossing.

Today the 500-acre park is managed by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and operated
through partnership with The Friends of Washington Crossing Park. Each year the park hosts thousands of visitors, from local



schoolchildren to visitors from around the world, who come to see the I —— 3
point from which a battered and dispirited American army launched
a counterattack that reversed its long losing streak, preserving its will
to fight and maintaining the revolutionary spirit that would lead to
independence for the United States.

But Washington Crossing Historic Park represents much more than

a single event. Restored Colonial buildings in the park, such as the
Thompson-Neely House and McConkey Ferry Inn, give many clues
about living conditions during the Revolutionary era. Later, homes and
shops reveal how 19th-century rural Pennsylvanians lived and worked.
Among them are the home of a prosperous merchant, a village general
store, and homes for skilled artisans. The park also contains Bowman’s AW .

Hill Tower, Revolutionary War soldiers’ graves, stone memorials, picnic Photo courtesy of Publisher January 2025.
pavilions and historic collections.

Visit and Explore Washington Crossing Historic Park PA the Turning Point of the American Revolution: https:/Avww.
washingtoncrossingpark.org/

Learn about The Friends of Washington Crossing Park: https://www.washingtoncrossingpark.org/about/ and Support by
Becoming a Member and/or Donating.

We the People of Interest

Our New Jersey Signers Of The Declaration Of Independence

Publishers note: As we near July 2026, our 250th Semiquincentennial, we wanted to encourage getting to know
our esteemed New Jersey Signers of the Declaration of Independence.

e Abraham Clark (featured in this newsletter)

e John Hart (featured in November 2025: https://hvragop.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/1125-MercerWe.pdf)

e Francis Hopkinson

e Richard Stockton

¢ John Witherspoon (featured in December 2025: https:/hvragop.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/1225-Mercer\We.pdf)

Abraham Clark (1726-1794) Signer Of The Declaration Of Independence

By Shirley Hunter Smith — 2008 on Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration
of Independence website

In the early hours of July 4, 1776, Abraham Clark wrote his friend Elias Dayton,
the Colonel of a battalion of Jersey troops at German Flatts, from his lodging in
Philadelphia.

... Our Congress Resolved to Declare the United Colonies Free and Independent
States. A Declaration for this purpose, | expect, will this day pass Congress, it

is nearly gone through, after which it will be Proclaimed with all the State &
Solemnity Circumstances will admit. It is gone so far that we must now be a free
independent State, or a Conquered Country. . . . This seems now to be a trying
season, but that indulgent Father who hath hitherto Preserved us will | trust
appear for our help, and prevent our being Crushed; If otherwise, his Will be
done.

Ten days later Clark wrote again to Dayton stating:

Our Declaration of Independence | dare say you have seen. A few weeks will

probably determine our fate. Perfect freedom, or Absolute Slavery. To some of us Title: Portraits of signers of the Declaration of
freedom or a halter. Our fates are in the hands of An Almighty God, to whom Independence (Call Number: MSS 12130)

I can with pleasure confide my own; he can save us, or destroy us, his Councils Citation: Robert Edge Pine. Copies of Pine’s
are fixed and cannot be disappointed, and all his designs will be Accomplished. Portraits of Signers of the Declaration of

Independence, 1820, Accession #12130, Albert
and Shirley Small Special Collections Library,
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.



Clark was well aware, as were his fellow congressional delegates, of the Ty
gravity of the decision for independence from Great Britain as stated

in an August 6th correspondence to the same friend, “Perhaps our — _
Congress will be Exalted on a high Gallows.” Of the signers, Clark was o :
a long-time public servant who held dear the concerns of the common
man and the less fortunate. Clark historian, Ruth Bogin stated “Clark
emerges as a champion of individual liberties, an enemy to every form
of privilege, and a protagonist of government concern for the lowlier
segments of the people.” One of five New Jersey delegates to the
Continental Congress, Clark was prepared to risk everything he held
dear for freedom from British tyranny.

Abraham Clark was born in Elizabethtown, New Jersey on February 15, B e
1726 the only child of Thomas Clark (born 1701) and Hannah Winans, Roselle NJ (Replica, original burned 1941)
who married about 1724. The signer’s paternal grandparents were

Elizabethtown residents, Thomas Clark (born 1670) and Margaret Duehurst, who married in 1692. Abraham’s great-
grandparents, Richard Clark (1613-1697) and wife Elizabeth also lived in Elizabethtown. Richard emigrated from England to
Barbados in 1634 where he resided until 1651 when he moved to Southampton, Long Island. In 1657, Richard Clark fought
in the Indian War. By 1667, Richard and Elizabeth settled in Southold, Long Island, where he was a shipbuilder and planter.
About 1675 the family moved to Elizabethtown where the Clark name became synonymous with public service.

Abraham’s mother, Hannah, came from a family long in residence in the Elizabethtown area. Hannah's parents were Samuel
Winans, Sr. (1670-1747) and Zerviah (1684-1737). Abraham’s maternal great-grandparents John Winans (1640-1694) and
Susanna Melyn (1645- c. 1688) married in New Haven, Connecticut, in August of 1664. John Winans, who emigrated

from Holland, was one of the eighty associates that founded Elizabethtown in 1664. Over one-hundred-fifty Winans family
members are buried in the cemetery adjacent to the First Presbyterian Church in present day Elizabeth, New Jersey, where the
Clark and Winans families worshiped.

Susanna Melyn, the signer's maternal great-grandmother, was the daughter of another Holland immigrant, Cornelius Melyn
(1600-1662) who married Jannetje Adriaens (1604-1681) in Amsterdam in 1627. Melyn first arrived in New Netherlands

in 1638 but soon returned to bring his family to the colonies “with an order granting him most of Staten Island” stated
biographer Della Gray Barthelmas. Later Melyn moved to New Amsterdam where he became the President of the Council of
Eight, but returned to Staten Island in 1649. On February 7, 1657 Cornelius Melyn “took the oath of fidelity with twenty-nine
others” when he settled in New Haven, Connecticut.

Abraham Clark married Sarah Hatfield (sometimes spelled Hetfield) in 1748. It is said that Sarah was an intrepid and
resourceful woman whose industry allowed her husband the opportunity for decades of public service. Sarah was the eldest
daughter of Isaac Hatfield and Sarah Price (1728-1804). A notable cousin of Sarah’s was Mrs. Robert Ogden who was the
mother of General Mathias Ogden and Aaron Ogden, who would later become Governor of New Jersey. The Hatfield family
were said to be a well-to-do and respectable family of Essex County, New Jersey. Another cousin of Sarah Hatfield Clark was
the First Presbyterian Church trustee and patriot Cornelius Hatfield. His son, Cornelius Jr., sided with the Tory’s during the
Revolution. The junior Hatfield reportedly led the British to his father’s church in Elizabethtown on January 25, 1780 where
they burned the fiercely patriotic congregation’s church to the ground. The elder Hatfield offered the congregants the use
of his barn until 1787 as a meeting place following the incident. The church was rebuilt and remains in operation today as a
Presbyterian Church.

During the Revolution the Rev. James Caldwell was the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Elizabethtown. Both he

and his wife, with whom the Clark’s were close friends, were assassinated by the British in two separate incidents during the
Revolutionary conflict. On August 2, 1776 which was the day most of the signers affixed their signatures to the Declaration

of Independence, Clark wrote to Caldwell, who was also serving as the Chaplain of the Army at Ft. Stanwix at the time, of his
successful motion that the Continental Congress should appoint a Congressional Chaplain stating: We have only to rely upon
the Almighty, but that reliance is scarcely to be seen. At my coming to Congress, | moved for a Chaplain to Attend Prayers
every morning which was carried-and some of my Starch brethren will scarcely forgive me for Naming Mr. [Jacob] Duche. This
I did knowing without such a one many would not Attend. He hath Composed a form of Prayer Unexceptionable to all parties.

Abraham and Sarah had ten children during their marriage. Aaron Clark (1750-1811) was the eldest and served as a Second
Lieutenant and Captain during the Revolution. Aaron married Susanna Winans, daughter of Captain Benjamin Winans in
1775 and after the Revolution moved to Washington, Pennsylvania, in 1790. The couple bore seven children, five born in New
Jersey and two in Pennsylvania. His brother, Thomas (c. 1755-1789) also served as a First Lieutenant and Captain during the
Revolution and is thought to be one of the two Clark sons who the British incarcerated on the Jersey prison ship. It is reported
that Thomas was confined to the dungeon and the only food given him was pressed through the keyhole of the cell. His
health suffered tremendously which accounted for his early death. Both Aaron and Thomas served in the Eastern Company,
New Jersey state artillery under Captain Daniel Neil in Colonel Henry Knox's Regiment Continental Artillery and State Battery.
The company fought at the battles of Trenton and Princeton. Sources state that a cannon ball fired by the Neil artillery
regiment is still lodged in the wall of Nassau Hall at Princeton University.



The third son, Abraham, born about 1755 died as a youngster in 1758. Hannah (born c. 1757), the eldest daughter, married
Captain Melyn Miller, and fourth son Andrew (born 1759) died unmarried prior to 1794. Sarah was born in 1761 and later
married General Clarkson Edgar. Cavilier Clark (born c. 1763) died in infancy a year after his birth. Elizabeth (born c. 1765)
died from smallpox during the epidemic that spread across the revolutionary landscape in 1776. A fifth son named Abraham
(born 1767), after his father and deceased brother, became a physician and married Lydia Griffith. The youngest child Abigail
born in 1773 married Thomas Salter. Many of Abraham Clark’s children died childless or their offspring remained childless. At
this writing verified descendants have been proven through Aaron, the eldest son’s line, and it is said through the second son
Thomas, although verifiable documentation remains elusive.

As seen above the Clarks and their relatives had long been Elizabethtown residents on the eve of the Revolution. Located in
north New Jersey, Elizabethtown (now Elizabeth) sits directly across the channel from Staten Island and New York City. When
England claimed the area from the Dutch in 1664 there were only 200 inhabitants. By 1776 the locality boasted a population
of 125,000 and was, as Mark Di lonno states the “commercial and cultural center” and leading “social and intellectual city
in New Jersey.” New Jersey was the only colony that housed two colleges, Princeton and Rutgers. Princeton University was
founded by the same First Presbyterian Church where the Clark family attended. The school was first called the College of
New Jersey before moving to Princeton. The Old Academy building still remains on the church property and is marked by a
small plague. Notable students who attended at the location are Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton. The Clark property was
situated about three to four miles from the Staten Island channel and comprised approximately three hundred acres. Because
of Elizabethtown and New Jersey’s location during the Revolution, over one hundred battles and skirmishes occurred on its
soil. The Clark property was destroyed, although the house remained safe during the conflict.

Abraham Clark served the Crown for years before independence. From 1752-1766 Clark served as clerk of the New Jersey
colonial legislature and became the high sheriff of Essex County. He was a man too frail for agrarian pursuits, but his bent
toward math and civil law served him well, though very little of his schooling was considered formal. Clark’s occupation

was that of surveying and preparation of deeds, mortgages, and other legal papers. Several historians, including Charles A.
Goodrich, stated Clark earned the reputation as “the poor man’s counselor” because of his refusal to accept payment for legal
advice. On the subject of law, he was self-taught and most likely was never admitted to the bar. On the road to independence
Clark served on the New Jersey Committee of Safety, for which he was secretary. Signer, John Hart also served with Clark on
the Committee of Safety in New Jersey.

Clark also served in the Provincial Congress of New Jersey who hand-picked a delegation of five to represent the colony at the
Continental Congress which was already meeting in Philadelphia in June, 1776. The members of the Provincial Congress also
chose John Hart, Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon (who delivered the opening prayer), Richard Stockton and Francis Hopkinson. Hart
historian, Cleon E. Hammond stated Clark, Hart, and Witherspoon often shared lodgings whereas Clark commented in an
August 7, 1776 letter from Philadelphia that the three of them “quarter together, and endeavor to make our lives as agreeable
as possible.” The men were in Philadelphia, of course, for the formal signing of the Declaration of Independence that occurred
on August 2. Clark historian and relative, Rev. Dr. Edwin F. Hatfield, pointed to the relationship with Witherspoon stating “Mr.
Clark was a man of prayer and was quartered at Philadelphia, with his colleague, the Rev. Dr. Witherspoon. Both these worthy
men had acted throughout on Christian principle and with a deep sense of their responsibility to Almighty God.”

After the execution of the Declaration, Clark’s public service continued until the end of his life. From Philadelphia on July 5,
1776, Clark wrote William Livingston, a former New Jersey delegate who had recently been chosen second Brigadier General
of the New Jersey militia. In Clark’s letter to Livingston he stated, "I enclosed a Declaration of Congress, which is directed to
be Published in all the Colonies, and Armies, and which | make no doubt you will Publish in your Brigade.” Throughout the
war Clark raised supplies for Washington’s army, meanwhile nearly always present in Congress to vote. Many of the remaining
Clark letters discuss troop movements and procurement.

Clark was one of only twelve men including Alexander Hamilton, John Dickinson, Edmund Randolph, and James Madison Jr.,
who attended the Annapolis Convention of 1786 to discuss remedies to the federal government. As early as August 1, 1776
Clark was concerned about the debates underway surrounding the country’s first constitution when he penned the following
remarks to Rev. Caldwell:

... Our Congress have now under Consideration a Confederation of the States. Two Articles give great trouble, the one for
fixing the Quotas of the States towards the Public expense and the other whether Each state shall have a Single Vote or in
proportion to the Sums they raise or the num[be]r of Inhabitants they contain. | assure you the difficulties attending these
Points at Times appear very Alarming. Nothing but the Present danger will ever make us all Agree, and | sometimes even fear
that will be insufficient.

Clark was elected to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 (for which he was too ill to attend), to the House of
Representatives for the second and third U.S. Congress from 1791-1794, and served as trustee of the First Presbyterian
Church. Following the Revolution, Clark served as a commissioner to settle New Jersey’s accounts with the federal
government. Dennis B. Fradin stated it was upon Clark’s insistence the word “Liberty” was placed on the U.S. coinage.

In 1784, The New Jersey legislature, of which Clark remained a member, passed “Clark’s Law" which was “An Act for
Regulation and Shortening the Proceeding of the Courts of Law.” Bogin quoted Clark that, “If it succeeds, it will tear off
the ruffles from the lawyer’s wrists” a nod to his disdain for pretense. In February, 1786 the Jersey legislature passed a bill



sponsored by Clark for “An Act to prevent the Importation of Slaves . . . and to authorize the Manumission of them under
certain Restrictions and to prevent the Abuse of Slaves.” Even though Clark owned three slaves, and did not provide for their
release until both he and Sarah died, this act was an important recognition by the legislature and Clark, as Bogin noted, that
“slavery involved ethical considerations.” In 1794, Clark introduced a resolution in the U.S. House “to suspend all relations
with England until all articles of the Treaty of Paris were executed” as reported by Barthelmas. The measure passed the House
and was narrowly defeated by the Senate with the tie-breaking vote of John Adams.

According to Fradin “Abraham Clark may have been the signer who was closest to being a typical citizen.” As seen above
he hated pretense and elitism and never wore a wig or the ruffles of high social standing. Clark was very popular among the
poor in New Jersey. Contemporaries commented that Clark was “limited in his circumstances, moderate in his desires, and
unambitious of wealth” and “very temperate” as noted by Hatfield. According to historian, Edward C. Quinn, Clark “. . .
regarded honesty, thrift, and independence as cardinal public virtues.” He loved to study and imbued a generous character.
Clark was particularly admired for his punctuality, integrity, and perseverance.

Clark described himself as a Whig, and demonstrated throughout his life and in public service to be a champion of the
people’s liberties. Bogin stated “One difference between Clark and many other Whigs [was he understood] . . . tyranny might
arise from the new American centers of power as well as from the British . . . . Clark “did not believe men in public office
should use their positions to confer favors on members of their personal families” according to Quinn. When his two sons
were prisoners of war on the Jersey, he refused to reveal the issue to Congressional delegates. Only when members found
out about the treatment of Thomas Clark in the Jersey dungeon did intervention occur. When Congress threatened retaliatory
measures on a British officer Clark’s son was released from the dungeon, but neither son escaped the Jersey until the general
exchange of prisoners. The British offered to release Clark’s sons if he defected to the Tory side, but he refused.

Several memorials survive attesting to Clark’s character and service. The stone slabs marking both Abraham and Sarah’s burial
site in the Rahway Cemetery were encased in a monument at the gravesite in 1924 by the Rebecca Cornell DAR Chapter.
Abraham'’s son Captain Thomas Clark is buried at the site as is son, Cavalier, and the elder Clark’s father Thomas Clark.

On July 4, 1848 the citizens of Rahway erected several yards from the
burial site. The inscription states:

Firm and determined as a patriot,

Zealous and faithful as a friend to the public,
He loved his country,

And adhered to her cause

In the darkest hours of her struggles
Against oppression

In 1919 the New Jersey Society Sons of the American Revolution placed a
marker on the property Clark once owned with the inscription:

In Remembrance of Abraham Clark 1726-1974

A Signer of the Declaration of Independence from New Jersey

He lived on this site during the formative period of the Republic
Erected by the New Jersey Society Sons of the American Revolution
September 15, 1919

In Grateful Recognition of his statesmanship and patriotism 1
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Abraham and Sarah’s burial site in the Rahway Cemetery.

On the 125th anniversary of his passing into the larger life

The original Clark house was near the colonial Wheatsheaf Road, which is now
Crane Street. After the house burned, around the beginning of the twentieth
century, a replica house was planned with the issuance of the pamphlet above. In
1940, the house was constructed on land once owned by Clark at Chestnut Street
and Ninth Avenue in Roselle, New Jersey. The home has a small museum and serves
as headquarters for SAR meetings and DAR gatherings. Mr. Robert Reynolds lives on
the property and conducts tours of the museum and local Clark sites.

Local Boy Scouts Troops have placed stone and bronze markers at the corners of the
property once owned by Abraham Clark. The Abraham Clark High School stands
just a few blocks from the home. Most recently the formation of a law school is
underway in Indiana named the Abraham Clark School of Law in the signer’s honor.

In Washington, D.C. near the Washington Monument stands a granite boulder
engraved with the name of Abraham Clark among the other signers of the 3 g 11
Declaration. Nearby in the Rotunda at the National Archives Building Clark is K il 1 18 a
memorialized in the large mural painting by Barry Faulkner and shown in the first
row. John Trumbull's famous painting housed in the U.S. Capitol building includes
Clark among the fifty-six signers in a group of ten figures seated in the background.

A 10-foot obelisk monument in Clark’s honor.



Perhaps Clark’s obituary (reproduced here in the original English vernacular | ——
of the period) that appeared on Wednesday, September 17, 1794 in The s
New-Jersey Journal best exemplifies the contemporary view and character
of Abraham Clark:

[Deaths] On Monday last, very suddenly, the Hon. Abraham Clark, Esq.
member from this State, to the Congress of the United States, in the
69th year of his age. In the death of Mr. Clark, his Family has sustained
an irretrievable loss, and the state is deprived of a useful citizen, who, :
for forty years past, has been employed in the most honorable and o Lo Sufiesseratal it
confidential trusts, which he ever difcharged with that disinterestedness,
ability, and indefatigable industry, that redounded much to his popularity;
indeed it may be said of him, that he was a person from his youth, with
whom the amor patriae pieponderated every other consideration. It
could not be expected that such a character would pass unnoticed by
the jaundiced eye of envy and faction, which was really the café with

the deceased, but his conduct was so unequivocally upright, that the
unvenomed shafts of envy could never remove him from the confidence
of the people, or shake his popularity.
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Mr. Clark was a man of sound judgment, lively wit, and very satyrical; in
the exercise of which he made sometimes enemies.— As a Christian.,
he was uniform and consistent, adorning that religion, that he had early

made a profess/on Of/ by acts Of Charlty and benevo/ence The original Clark house was near the colonial Wheatsheaf
] . Road, which is now Crane Street. After the house burned,
Abraham Clark died on September 15, 1794 approximately two hours around the beginning of the 20th century, a replica house

after suffering a sun stroke, having observed the construction of a bridge ~ Wwas planned with the issuance of the pamphlet above. In
on his property. It is said that he may have survived the event had not he 1C|94O' the house was constructed on land once owned by

) . : . . ; . ark at Chestnut Street and Ninth Avenue.
taken time to drive his cousin home first. But to have considered his own
well-being before that of others would have been out of character for the man described above. Clark was a Christian, family
man, patriot, public servant, and a gentleman. The men who pledged their lives, fortunes, and sacred honor to break free
from British tyranny faced untold dangers, as Clark related to his beloved friend Elias Dayton on July 4, 1776:

.. .We are now Sir embarked on a most Tempestious Sea,
Life very uncertain, Seeming dangers Scattered thick
Around us, Plots Against the Military, and it is Whispered,
Against the Senate. Let us prepare for the worst, we can
Die here but once. May all[l] our Business, all our purposes
& pursuits tend to fit us for that important event. . . .

In an August letter to Dayton during the momentous summer of 1776, Abraham Clark proclaimed what most of the founders
understood when they signed the Declaration of Independence that “Nothing short of the Almighty Power of God can save
us.”

Access the biography: https://Awww.dsdi1776.com/signer/abraham-clark/
Further reading:

The White House: Signers of the Declaration of Independence: Watch Video on Abraham Clark (2mins 23secs): https://Awww.
whitehouse.gov/america250/founders-museum/signers-2/#abraham-clark

Abraham Clark, Founding Father, American Revolution: https:/Avww.americanhistorycentral.com/entries/abraham-clark/
Abraham Clark Historical Marker (Rahway Cemetery): https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=7787

Abraham Clark Memorial House | Journey Through Jersey: https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/abraham-clark-
memorial-house/

Books on Abraham Clark:
Abraham Clark Signer of the Declaration of Independence (1923, Author: Ann Clark Hart, pages 198)

Abraham Clark and the Quest for Equality in the Revolutionary Era (Hardcover; January 1, 1982; Author: Ruth Bogin; pages
220)

A Founder for All: Abraham Clark, Signer of the Declaration of Independence (Paperback; December 16, 2012; Author: Barb
Baltrinic; pages 456)



Editor’s Note:
Mercer We the People wishes everyone a blessed New Year 2026 and asks you to remember:

¢ At the end of the Constitutional Convention in 1787, when Elizabeth Willing Powel asked Benjamin Franklin, “well, Doctor,
what have we got, a republic or a monarchy?” he gave a trenchant reply that resonates today: “A republic, if you can
keep it.”

¢ Psalms 11:3: “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” https://bibleverseexplained.com/
psalms/psalms-11-3/

e Charlie Kirk's message of: NEXT MAN UP! (13mins 35secs) https://youtu.be/qgmviWwzk_sw
e And there is...

Meaning of Jesu, Joy Of Man’s Desiring by Johann Sebastian Bach

“Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring” is a renowned choral piece composed by Johann Sebastian Bach, featured in his
larger work, the “Goldberg Variations,” which was published in 1741. This piece is an arrangement of a German
hymn originally written by Martin Janus in the 17th century.

By Johann Sebastian Bach originally published in Songtell (March 16 2025)

The lyrics of “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” encapsulate a deep yearning for divine connection and the joy that comes from
faith. The opening lines introduce Jesus as the focal point of joy and desire, emphasizing His role as a source of comfort and
enlightenment. The repetition of His name throughout the piece serves to reinforce the intimate relationship between the
believer and the divine.

As the hymn progresses, it delves into themes of aspiration towards divine light and truth. The imagery used in the lyrics
paints a picture of a spiritual journey, where the faithful seek guidance and wisdom from Jesus. This pursuit is not merely
an intellectual endeavor but a heartfelt longing for a deeper understanding of life and existence through faith. The phrase
“Heavenly joy” suggests that the joy derived from this relationship transcends earthly experiences, hinting at a divine
fulfillment that is both profound and transformative.

The serene and uplifting mood of the piece is further enhanced by the musical arrangement, which complements the lyrical
content beautifully. The harmony and melody evoke a sense of peace, inviting listeners to reflect on their own spiritual
journeys. The music itself becomes a medium through which the joy and treasures of faith are expressed, reinforcing the idea
that beauty and music are intertwined with the divine experience.

In the latter sections of the hymn, the lyrics emphasize the comfort found in trusting Jesus. This trust is portrayed as a guiding
light, leading the faithful through life’s challenges. The imagery of light symbolizes hope and clarity, suggesting that faith
provides direction and purpose. The concluding lines of the hymn encapsulate the essence of spiritual fulfillment, celebrating
the joy and wisdom that come from a relationship with Jesus. Overall, the lyrics of “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” resonate with
themes of love, aspiration, and the serene beauty of faith, making it a timeless piece that continues to inspire and uplift.

Access the article: https://www.songtell.com/johann-sebastian-bach/jesu-joy-of-man-s-desiring

Listen (3mins 43secs): https://Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=S60gZCCoXWc ; Performed by the New London Symphony
Orchestra in 1961, conducted by Leopold Stokowski, with the Norman Luboff Choir.

-l |. Genesis 1:3 “And God said, ‘Let there be light,"”
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2026!

Mercer We the People of Hopewell Valley Newsletters:
Access previous issues at: https://hvragop.org/mercer-we-the-people/
To report a correction or share feedback, please email us at info@mercerwethepeople.com
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